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Accident results in life-threatening injuries

Photo by Mamdouh Elchami

A car involved in a single motor-vehicle accident is towed from the scene on Dougall Avenue March 30.
"Windsor Police called in acMamdouh Elchami
the entrance of E.C. Row Ex- driver from the vehicle, which
cident reconstruction officers
Reporter
pressway at approximately sustained heavy damage.
“The impact caused the driver due to the severity of the dri3:30 a.m. when officers reThe southbound lanes of sponded to a single motor-ve- to be pinned behind the steer- ver’s injuries," said Brett
ing wheel,” said Chief Fire Corey, media relations officer
Dougall Avenue were closed hicle crash.
the morning of March 30 after
Responding officers on the Prevention Officer Lee Tome. with the Windsor Police Servscene found a 2000 Lincoln LS “We had to cut the steering ice. "The investigation is still
a single-vehicle collision.
A 22-year-old male was sent resting against the centre sup- wheel and the dashboard so ongoing, however we do beto Hotel Dieu Grace Hospital port column of the railway that they could be lifted and the lieve at this point that alcohol
was a contributing factor in
where he was treated for seri- overpass, with the unconscious driver could be taken out.”
ous life threatening injuries. male driver trapped inside.
According to Tome, the extri- this accident, and charges are
The southbound lane was Windsor Fire and Rescue Serv- cation process took approxi- pending." The Windsor Police
Accident Reconstruction and
closed from Ouellette Place to ices were called to extricate the mately 14 minutes.

Forensic Identification Unit on
scene determined the male had
been heading southbound on
Dougall Avenue when he
struck the centre support column.
"We do have one witness to
the accident and at this stage
speed does not appear to be a
factor in the accident," said
Corey. The southbound lanes
of Dougall Avenue were reopened shortly after 9 a.m.

University of Windsor Hosts Great Canadian Beaverfest
comes to Windsor
Computer Science Awards
Klay Coyle
Reporter

Adam D’Andrea
Reporter

The University of Windsor
awarded this year’s high
achievers at the school’s fourth
annual Computer Science
Awards.
On March 30, the School of
Computer Science hosted their
CS Awards. The awards are
held to honour the students that
have a GPA over 10.0 and a
major GPA over 10.5. It also
honours undergraduate students who have made an impact in research and the
industry.
The previous director of the
computer science program, Dr.
Akshaikumar Aggarwal, introduced the event in 2008. He
wanted to award the students

Windsor’s newest music festival is only getting bigger and
better, according to its cofounders.
The second annual Great
Canadian Beaverfest will take
place from June 1 to 3 at the
Windsor Riverfront Amphitheatre.
Co-founder Chris Mickle
said last year’s festival completely exceeded his expectations.
“We were looking to get
around five to ten thousand
people our first weekend and
we got about 13,000,” said
Mickle.
Co-founder Ian France said
he expects this year’s Beaverfest to be an even greater suc-

contInued on page 9
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Stuart Sutton, president of Sylectus, gives a speech at the University of Windsor’s Computer Science Awards event on March
30.
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cess.
“This year I’m comfortable
in saying that we’re anticipating at least 25,000,” said
France.
While last year’s Beaverfest consisted entirely of Canadian artists, this year the
organizers decided to add international headliners Puddle
of Mudd and The Cult.
“When speaking with tourism
groups about trying to draw
tourists, we decided a good
way would be to add international flare,” said France.
“Once we announced The Cult
ticket sales spiked.”
Mickle said the addition of
international artists could also
benefit Canadian bands.
“We’re also using British and
American bands to attract
contInued on page 2
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City considers A change in lifestyle
e-bike bylaw for military families
Hailey Trealout
Reporter

Photo by Adam Foran

Brian Tucker fits the pedals on an e-bike at Scoot-A-Long
Windsor March 30. Tucker believes e-bikes should be treated
equally to bicycles.
Adam Foran
Reporter
Windsor city council has
commissioned a report to work
towards e-bike bylaws.
Coun. Fulvio Valentinis said
the city is working towards a
bylaw which will ban e-bikes
from sidewalks and walking
trails. City council can enforce
e-bike laws on city property —
roads are under provincial legislation.
“The city can regulate what
they do on city property, trails,
sidewalks, and parks,” said
Valentinis. “Provincial legislation covers the roads. That’s
where the dilemma kicks in because (e-bikes) are in between
motorcycles and bicycles.”
However, the owners of
Scoot-A-Long of Windsor disagreed.
“They don’t fall in between,
they’re bicycles,” said coowner Brian Tucker. “Regular
bike rules aren’t being enforced but e-bikes are drawing
attention because we’re new on
the block.”
Valentinis said problems arise
off the road. He said that people with strollers and rollerbladers, are at risk of an
accident with e-bikes. Furthermore, Valentinis said that elderly people and those with
small children are using the
trails more.
“If you get hit by an e-bike,
no matter how slow it’s going
there are going to be serious injuries,” said Valentinis.
Tucker said banning e-bikes
from parks would be “foolish.”
“We pay taxes just like everyone else and e-bike users are
entitled to the use of those
parks,” said Tucker.
Kimberly Tucker, who also

co-owns Scoot-A-Long, furthered the argument.
“The other problem we have
is that Windsor only has three
per cent of roads with bike
lanes,” said Kimberly. “There
is a 20 year plan to allow for 20
per cent of the roads to have
bike lanes. However, the
changes they’re making to
roads are making it more dangerous for e-bikes.”
Both e-bike store owners and
Valentinis agreed that most ebike users ride on the road. The
e-bike store owners were concerned about curbsides that involved a lip, not allowing for
e-bike riders to pull over.
“Something we’d really like
to see is bikes, pedal or electric, with riders 16 or over
being off the sidewalk,” said
Kimberly. “But there are places
where it’s safer to be off the
road.”
Valentinis is seeking a similar
goal.
“My personal bias is I don’t
think they should be on walking trails or sidewalks,” he
said. “They should be on bike
lanes on the road.”
Neither side see pending legislation curtailing e-bike ridership. Scoot-A-Long said sales
in the first half of March have
equaled the last three months
combined. Safety for riders is
still a concern for the store.
“We are doing what we can
to promote bike safety,” said
Kimberly. “Our customers are
generally good with it.”
Valentinis said city council is
awaiting a report to settle on
legislation to control e-bike
usage. Scoot-A-Long is hosting an e-bike safety day May 5,
along with Green Sun Rising to
promote safe e-bike usage and
solar charging stations.

People who have loved ones
in the military face emotional
challenges when they are overseas.
Melissa Krausse, 35, and her
husband
Capt.
Konrad
Rosenkranz-Galindo
have
been married for 10 years, with
seven months of that time
spent apart while he was serving overseas in Afghanistan.
“When he first told me he was
going, I was a little upset, but
we were actually planning on
getting married the summer before he left,” said Krausse.
“During his six weeks leave
before he was sent overseas we
got married. So planning the
wedding kept my mind off of it
and then I found out I was
pregnant right before he left.
After that I focused on the
pregnancy to keep my mind off
of him.”
Krausse and her husband kept

journals and wrote letters while
he was in Afghanistan. She
said the hardest part of him
being away was when he said
he would contact her and it did
not happen.
“I would start to worry and
think ‘Is he okay? What happened? Is he going to call me?’
So trying to not think of that,
because I knew he was fine,
was the hardest part,” said
Krausse.
Many organizations, such as
the Canadian Forces Personnel
and Family Support Services,
work to help families of the
Canadian Forces manage their
lives and responsibilities while
their loved ones are overseas.
“Your family was your stability,” said Phil Berthiaume, 62,
a past commanding officer of
the Essex and Kent Scottish
regiment whose family took
part in one of these organizations.“It was that firm base that
you always returned to, it was
the normalcy in the real world.

Anything else we were doing
was a part of an international
and federal commitment, that’s
what we do, but this is the real
world this is why we’re doing
it. Some of the older soldiers
would refer to their families as
baggage, but no they’re not.
Military life is hard on the family but it can also be rewarding.
At the same time it can be very
hard on families. In fact, a lot
of our friends’ families did not
survive.”
Krausse said based on her experience with her husband
overseas, families should know
there are people out there to
talk to.
“Try and not worry,” said
Krausse. “It’s hard to do but
just try to make sure you’re
keeping yourself busy, so
you’re not just sitting by the
phone. That was the worst part
for me, just sitting here not
doing anything made me start
to think of all the bad scenarios.”

Photo by Adam D’Andrea

Liam O’Donnell holds tickets for the Great Canadian Beaverfest March 30 at Dr. Disc Records
in Windsor.
contInued from page 1

people to listening to Canadian
music as well,” said Mickle.
Dr. Disc Records on Ouellette Avenue has sold Beaverfest tickets for the past two
years.
Owner Liam O’Donnell said
he has heard considerable buzz
since The Cult was announced
as the main headliner.
“There’s definitely been a lot
of interest. People have been
calling in asking about tickets,”
said O’Donnell.
France said he believes opening this year’s festival to all

ages will increase ticket sales.
“Last year it was 19-plus and
we had a lot of families that
wanted to bring their kids
down and they weren’t able
to,” said France.
The Canadian headliners for
Beaverfest are Three Days
Grace, The Trews, Honeymoon Suite, Doc Walker and
Emerson Drive.
Local bands will have the
opportunity to open each night
of the festival as well.
“People can submit their information to the Dominion
House,” said France. “We’re

going to filter through and
there will be a battle of the
bands for each day.”
France did not rule out the
possibility of more international headliners at future festivals, but he said the
organizers intend to keep the
focus mainly on Canadian
music.
“We will keep the majority of
this as Canadian music, and
we’re open to a variety of
acts,” said France.
“But I don’t see us becoming
more international than Canadian.”
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Power FX bracelets bring debate
Rick Dawes
Reporter

Two years after its Canadian
release, Windsor medical professionals are still debating the
power behind the band.
PowerFX is a silicone bracelet
that claims to improve and protect the wearer by manipulating frequencies in the body.
Pinnacle Rehabilitation therapists discussed some of the effects at the Walker Road clinic
location March 30.
PowerFX vice-president Lisa
Butera said the bracelets use
advanced technology involving
negative ions and an energized
hologram to relieve many
forms of pain. It also claims to
give the wearer more energy
and protect against harmful
Wi-Fi waves in the environment.
“Anyone who is suffering
from something that can be assisted with pressure point manipulation can benefit from
this, all ages,” said Butera.
The bracelet sits on the wrist
at the P6 pressure point. According to a study by the National
Center
for

can manifest the desired outcome.
“It gives me energy, I think it
works,” said Dawn Pomp, a
massage therapist at the same
clinic.
Pomp wears a PowerFX
bracelet and recommends them
to many of her patients to help
with pain and increase energy.
Pomp’s father suffers from
arthritis pain in his hands and
after wearing a power band
told her it disappeared. Pomp
does not suffer from any aches
or pains, but says she notices a
Photo by Rick Dawes difference compared to when
she isn’t wearing it.
Mike Turnbull and Lisa Butera pose with PowerFX bracelets, March 30, at Exec-u-centre on
Walker Road. PowerFX bracelets claim to give wearers pain relief, increased energy, and proTo her it is not as important
tect against "electro-pollution."
how it works, as long as she
Biotechnology Information, student Troy Sajatovich will be is trendy in professional sports. continues to feel the benefits.
PowerFX has been available
stimulation of the P6 pressure graduating from physiotherapy
“I don’t think it’s helping the
point post-operation can re- this year after his placement at physiological effects directly in Canada for two years, but
duce nausea and vomiting in Pinnacle Rehabilitation. Saja- due to the material it’s made has been in the United States
some. Pressure point therapy is tovich has heard of PowerFX out of. I think if anything it’s since 2006. The bands are
a holistic approach to relieving before and uses a similar neck- mind over matter,” said Saja- manufactured in Cape Coral,
Fla. and distributed in Canada
stress and relaxing the body.
lace product made by Phiten. tovich.
A student physiotherapist and While Sajatovich owns a “perSajatovich explained if the from the Windsor location. The
a massage therapist have both formance enhancing” product, wearer believes the product to bands normally retail for $75
heard of and use negative ion
he thinks the success comes be working, the body may each, but are available one for
products, but have different from a psychological compo- begin releasing endorphins and $40 or two for $75 for a limited
views on why they may work nent, not by stimulating the hormones that actually do help time. They can be purchased in
for some.
body’s frequencies. Sajatovich the body in relieving pain. Just Devonshire Mall or online at
University of Western Ontario wears the necklace because it thinking it is having an effect powerfxcanada.ca.

College medical programs becoming more competitive
Aussie Vizcayno
Reporter

The $32 million building has
attracted hundreds of applicants but only a small number
will be accepted.
The new medical programs
that have been added include a
medical sonography, respiratory and cardiovascular program.
“This year there are about
657 applicants for the medical
sonography program for 28
spots. The respiratory program
has 387 applicants for 28 spots
and the cardiovascular program has 212 applicants for 28
spots,”
said
Dr.
Ken
Blanchette, chair of the applied
health and sciences at St. Clair
College.
All applicants are required to
undergo the Health Occupation
Aptitude Test. It is a pre-admission test that students needs
to take if they want to get in a
competitive medical program.
Even with the three additional
programs, Blanchette said the
enrolment requirements for existing medical programs have
not changed.
“It’s not because of the size of
the building but because of

Photo by: Aussie Vizcayno

A group of respiratory students are doing a simulation at a respiratory laboratory at the St.
Clair College Applied Health and Science Building on March 30.
clinical placements,” said
Blanchette. “If we don’t have
enough clinical placements for
the number of students, we
can’t increase the enrolment.”
The new Centre for Applied
Health Science building offers
equipment that contribute to
the success of each student

through hands-on-training.
With the state-of-the art
equipment available, students
are able to do simulations with
dummy patients to prepare
them before going out to the
clinical sites.
“The medical laboratory program was not as successful as

in the archaic aspects of our
previous laboratory,” said Jan
Maxwell, program coordinator
of the medical laboratory science program, who noticed
these changes amongst her students. “So to have newer laboratories is definitely going to
have significant impact on our

students’ learning.”
Maxwell said the students
will find the equipment and
tools the new building offers
will be beneficial to the success with their practical training.
“The dental programs have
a brand new clinic and have
made a great difference with a
professors’ way of teaching,”
Maxwell said. “Also, with the
community coming in to get
dental work done, to see these
facilities will enhance each student’s confidence.”
Blanchette said they have innovated a teaching system that
is completely wireless.
“Looking at if the dentist has
a technique they want to do to
continue education, not only
can they do it in the clinic but
we are working on getting the
same single broadcast across
the web,” said Blanchette.
“Somebody in Russia or Finland can pay that dentist to take
part in a seminar and layer it
across the web by having that
single broadcast.”
Blanchette said that it is their
goal within the next five years
or so is to make the building
and its programs known
across Ontario.
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Many factors involved in vehicle maintenance
Maciejka Gorzelnik
Reporter

Photo by Maciejka Gorzelnik

Harry Gough, owner and operator of Speedy Auto Service in Windsor, looks under the hood of a
Kelcom fleet van on March 30.

Tech Alliance creates stride in local business
Alicia Norek
Reporter
WEtech Alliance, WindsorEssex’s Technology Accelerator, plans to continue
promoting business and entrepreneurship within the region
by promoting technology-centric relations through leadership and connections.
Ed Onate, a former Windsor
resident, now living in
Oakville, works as a senior account manager at
Rogers Communications.
He says that over the past
10-15 years he’s been
gone, Windsor has not
seemed to have changed
in the business field.
“I can’t see Windsor changing,” said Onate. “I would need
to see some significant change,
like major local corporations
set up shop that aren’t manufacturing oriented.”
Onate would like to see corporations like Google or Yahoo
– or similar technology companies - locate to Windsor, which
he sees as being the “best
spot.” But if that does not
occur then he does not see the
future of Windsor passing as a

technology hot spot.WEtech is
trying to accomplish exactly
what Onate would like to see.
Their vision is to build a regional tech community that
fosters entrepreneurship. Their
undertaking is being able to
nurture innovation by providing the tools necessary.
Yvonne Pilon, director of programs and communications,
said the major highlight for
WEtech right now is their

newest
program
called
DeskUP which is being funded
by the Ontario Trillium Foundation.
“This program targets recent
graduates within three years,”
said Pilon. “It provides subsidized office space and entrepreneurial mentoring from
seasoned entrepreneurs.”
Karen Behune Plunkett, a serial entrepreneur who has
owned and operated six businesses over the past decade, is
the president of WEtech. Her

past experience brings great vision to the group.
“I look forward to playing a
pivotal role in establishing
benefits for Windsor-Essex and
see the future of both places as
a growing area,” said Plunket.
WEtech has teamed up with
many different partners including SIFE Windsor at the University of Windsor.
SIFE works within high
schools and the community to
push for business in
Windsor-Essex.
This makes the message
for the business promotion much stronger by allowing more people to be
informed about the topic.
“As far as the future outlook
of the business and tech sector
in Windsor-Essex, I see it
growing in the next 10 years or
even less,” said Plunkett.
“Technology will always be
growing for us and everyone
else.”
For people like Onate, this objective would bring great
things to Windsor-Essex.
“If it doesn’t pick up soon
then the opportunity grows for
bigger cities,” said Onate. “The
exact reason why I left.”

With over 100 automotive repair garages in Windsor,
choosing a place to service
your vehicle can be almost as
difficult as choosing what kind
of vehicle to purchase.
Heinz Garage, located in
downtown Windsor, has been
specializing in Volkswagen,
Audi and Porsche services for
over 50 years.
Derek Snider, a mechanic at
Heinz, views each car as an individual puzzle.
“There are too many puzzles
out there,” said Snider. “If you
take your car to a normal
garage, they may not know
your specific puzzle. Bring
your car here and I only know
about 20 puzzles. We have the
knowledge along with certified
parts and tools to fix these certain puzzle.
2001 Volkswagen Jetta owner
Shawna Pelletier, 26, has been
struggling to find a mechanic
to suit her needs.
After years of getting her car
serviced at a shop specializing
in Volkswagens, Pelletier has
recently made the switch to a
general auto repair garage.

“You need to trust your mechanic like you trust a doctor,”
says Pelletier. “A misdiagnosis
can be costly and for me, price
is an issue.”
Harry Gough, owner of
Speedy Auto Service located
on Oullette Avenue and Eugenie Street, has worked on all
vehicle makes and models for
over 20 years.
Although he specializes in
brakes and exhaust repairs,
Gough says he’ll work on a
range of vehicles and vehicle
ailments that come his way.
“We have everything on-hand
to deal with regular car issues,”
says Gough. “There’s pipe
benders and welders so we can
make anything and that’s what
keeps our prices low.”
If certified manufactuerer
parts are a high priority, a specialty shop might be right up
your alley. But if you want to
keep your costs low, an allaround shop will get the job
done.
“If I drove a new car I would
be more keen on spending the
money on the certified parts,”
says Pelletier. “But as long as I
can get a guarantee, I’m going
with the price benefits over the
quality.”

Mortgage business revived
Kelly O’Neil
Reporter
For the first time in several
years the spring is seeing an
uptick in Windsor's mortgage
business.
Many of Windsor’s mortgage
brokers say they are cautiously
optimistic their business has
turned the corner and people
are ready to start borrowing
money again.
"There were times over the
past months where I picked up
my phone just to see if it was
working," said Central Mortgage broker and manager Paul
Ouellette.
"I have been in the lending
business since 1975 and I have
never seen anything like the
past couple of years.”
Local lenders are hoping an
advertising campaign The
Windsor Essex County Real
Estate Board is running in several major Canadian cities will
help see an increase in business. The ad campaign is highlighting the area’s warm
climate, proximity to a large
American city and its affordable real estate.
"I had to lay off my assistant
who has been with me for over

15 years, that was the hardest
part for me," said Ouellette.
Before the economic meltdown of 2009, Ouellette averaged 25 to 28 mortgages a
month. In 2011 he processed
three to four mortgages per
month. Ouellette said Windsor’s mortgage business has
been growing steadily in 2012.
He has processed 25 mortgages
since Jan. 1.
"You definitely have had a
rough go of it in Windsor," said
Vineed Wadhwa, a mortgage
specialist with First National
Financial in Toronto.
He added that cities like
Toronto and Ottawa didn’t suffer like the Windsor area.
On March 26, TD Canada
Trust and The Royal Bank of
Canada raised their mortgage
lending rates. A five-year
closed mortgage will move up
20 basis points to 5.44 per cent.
As well, banks raised their special fixed rate offer on a fouryear fixed term to 3.49 per
cent, a rise of 50 basis points.
"The warm weather isn't here,
but I'm keeping my fingers
crossed. I'm hoping by summer
I'm averaging at least 12 to 15
mortgages a month," Ouellette
said.
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DWBIA expanding city Wi-Fi
Jay Verspeelt
Reporter

The Downtown Windsor
Business Improvement Association is requesting the use of
city street poles to install Wi-Fi
antennas for expanding free Internet at City Council on April
2.
In 2008 the DWBIA installed
Wi-Fi antennas downtown to
provide free downtown internet to visitors and residents.
Currently 42 units downtown,
both indoor and outdoor, have
a range of 50 meters but the
outdoor units are running at
about one-quarter the range
they are capable of delivering.
The proposed antennas, which
have a life cycle of three to five
years, would be attached to city
-owned street poles at a cost of
$8 a year per unit to run.
The DWBIA is asking to
place them between Riverside
Drive and Erie Street as well as
Bruce Avenue and McDougall
Avenue.
“These things only have a life
cycle of three to five years.
You can stretch it to maybe

seven years or something depending on the weather and
everything else, but it’s not a
one time cost,” said Ward 3
Coun. Fulvio Valentinis.
The DWBIA are in charge of
paying for the units but the city
has to allow use of its poles
and EnWin would need to install and maintain them. To
date the DWBIA has invested
$82,000.
“I’m in favour of anything
that expands the use and makes
it more available to people,
whether it’s free or they’re
paying for it,” said Valentinis.
One Windsor business owner
thinks the Wi-Fi not only
serves to attract business but
also helps to create a sense of
community.
“It’s fantastic. It’s the evolution of society and community
so this sort of is a natural offshoot of that evolution,” said
Angelo Marignani, owner of
Milk Coffee Bar. “It’s very
much the same way we used to
get advice in pubs or at the
water cooler or getting advice
from friends and family so I
think the impact is a positive

Photo by Jay Verspeelt

Patrisha McCarrol sits on her laptop in Villains Beastro in Downtown Windsor on March 30.
one.”
Ron Balla, owner of the Coffee Exchange, came up with
the idea when he was Vice
Chair of the DWBIA because
his establishment had Wi-Fi
since 2004.
“It actually puts me at a disadvantage with my business

but you kind of got to look at
the greater good and what’s really best for downtown in the
long run,” said Balla. “It’s better for everyone to have it and
benefit than me have it and just
benefit in the short term.”
While having the service may
be good for downtown not

everyone is happy about how
the service is currently running. “I think it could be better,” said Reannon Price, an
employee of Villains Beastro.
“It cuts in and out often. It’s a
little bit frustrating and it has
really limited downtown area
that it reaches.”

Alliance holds event to support housing community residence
Faith Codee Woltz
Reporter

The Alliance to Develop
Community Residences for
People Living with Dementia
held an event to discuss ideas
for creating supporting housing
for dementia sufferers at Other
Place Catering March 30.
Six organizations involved in
the alliance agreed to explore
creating a model by opening
discussions with each other.
They hope to develop a concept for a community residential home for people living
with dementia as an alternative
option to long-term care facilities.
There were speakers for this
event including Bryon Gero,
75, president of the Alzheimer
Society of Ontario and the
South Essex Community
Council. Once they cost it out,
community residency housing
could be as cheap as long-term
care, if not cheaper, he said.
“People with Alzheimer disease and dementia, If they live
at home ... it got to the point
where he could no longer look
after his wife, the only option
he had was long-term care,”

Photo by Faith Codee Woltz

Bryon Gero (left) and Rick Reaume (right) answer questions at the Alliance to Develop Community Residences for People Living with Dementia event to discuss ideas for creating supporting
housing for dementia sufferers at Other Place Catering March 30.
said Gero. “What we want to
look at is whether or not we
can develop a community residence for people as an option
to that long-term care.”
Gero said he prefers the community residency housing to
long-term care because it provides a much better quality of
life.
Teresa Piruzza, MPP Windsor
West, said she believes public
service is an important calling.

“It is especially important
when it comes to improving
the quality of life for all citizens, particularly those who
are vulnerable,” said Piruzza.
“Everyone wants to feel safe
and supported in their communities and in their homes.”
Retired vice-president of
Canadian Auto Workers Union
Local 444 Rick Reaume shares
his experiences with an intellectually and physically dis-

abled daughter and a wife with
early-onset dementia. They
took care of his daughter at
home until they felt they no
longer could.
“People said, ‘You know what
Rick? If God didn’t think you
could handle this he wouldn’t
have given you Sarah,’” said
Reaume. “So as we went along
we obviously did what we
could for Sarah at the house.
But it got to the point after

eight years … we decided that
we couldn’t do it any longer.”
Shortly after Reaume retired,
his wife Sylvia was diagnosed
with early-onset dementia.
“In 2005 she was alright. We
talked and we did everything
you could do as a couple, but
gradually we had to start sending her to Alzheimer,” said
Reaume. “She used to come
home from day away just so
happy that she was in her own
environment there.”
Eventually, he was unable to
care for her anymore. So they
had to move her into a longterm care facility where
Reaume visits her twice a day.
She can no longer see, she has
lost the ability to speak and
cannot use her legs.
“There goes our dreams of
travelling, there goes our simple little things,” said Reaume.
“I just think about when she
was sick, getting to the stage
and we used to sit at home and
think about this. Sit at home
with a newspaper and want to
talk about to somebody about
an article or you want to watch
the news on TV or just want to
talk. There is somebody there,
but there’s nobody there.”
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Chocolate: the dark side

Photo by Jill Thompson

Vanessa Garcia-Mina, 18, assistand manager at Ten Thousand
Villages displays a variety of organic chocolate March 25.
Jill Thompson
Reporter
This season many people are
gearing up for Easter, however
what many people may not realize is their favorite sweet
treats may have been manufactured by a child slave in the
Ivory Coast.
The boost in sales may be
great for companies such as
Hershey’s and Mars, but 43
per cent of the world’s cocoa

bean supply comes from Africa
where children ages 10-16 are
sold as human traffic into slavery. Can the Canadian public
stomach it?
Vanessa Garcia-Mina, 18, is
an assistant manager at Ten
Thousand Villages, a fair-trade
specialty shop in South Walkerville. Ten Thousand Villages
is aware of the conditions that
exist in various parts of the
world which is why every item
in the store is fair trade-certi-

fied and sent in from the store’s
head office.
“Our chocolates are all certified organic and fair trade.
What fair trade means is that
the workers harvesting the
product get paid enough
money to support their families
and send their children to
school,” said Garcia-Mina.
“Companies such as Mars and
Hershey’s use children to harvest the cocoa beans in dirty
unsafe environments where
food is scarce and money is almost non-existent.”
The fact that such practices
still exist in 2012 may have
something to do with the cocoa
industry itself. According to
Garcia-Mina all the cocoa
plantations are privately owned
and they do not have rules or
legislation in place to police
what is going on.
“There is nobody to watch
what is happening to these
children,” said Garcia-Mina.
There’s not really a celebrity
spokesperson that covers this
topic either so it really doesn’t
get it’s much deserved exposure,”
Garcia-Mina said she thinks
people should “Try and spread
the word because not many
people know where their
chocolate is coming from.”
Ray Obeid, 66, owns of Windsor’s oldest chocolate factory
Walker’s Candies located on
Howard Avenue. He and his
family have owned the busi-

ness since 1989 and sell handcrafted truffles, peanut brittle
and various other chocolate
treats depending on the season.
Obied said he doesn’t believe
there is a slavery problem regarding cocoa bean harvesting.
“Slavery was over long ago, I
really don’t know why they are
bringing it back, I’ve never
even heard about it,” said
Obeid. “There are many countries that produce the cocoa
beans like Mexico, Spain and
Columbia where the conditions
are fine for the workers,” he
said.
Alexandra Rafferty, 23, a
sales associate at Purdy’s
Chocolates out of Toronto,
thinks otherwise. Rafferty said
that Purdy’s is not a fair-trade
company but it does stand behind sustainable farming.
“We do sustainable farming
because it supports the entire
community and allows for
more options for future cocoa
farmers. Fair trade has been
problematic in it’s commitment
to workers verses property
owners,” said Rafferty.
When asked about the issue of
slavery and why it still exists in
2012, Rafferty said she was realistic.
“There are several factors as
to why any location uses slavery to harvest cocoa. The most
obvious reason is that it’s a
cheap source of labour for a
product that is always in demand,” said Rafferty. Issues

like civil war, the HIV epidemic, poverty and denial of
women and children's rights
are also factors in how people
can find themselves in situations where they are being
forced into disgusting working
conditions in order to mass
harvest chocolate.”
Purdy’s recently teamed up
with WinRock, a non-profit organization that seeks to empower the disadvantaged and
began funding a child labour
prevention program. The program targets the communities
of their cocoa growers in the
Ivory Coast. It is designed for
parents, students, school officials and others in order to
raise awareness of child labour.
It also provides educational alternatives to those who are at
risk of being forced into cocoa
slavery.
Purdy's currently provides
summer camps to the children
of cocoa growers. It also holds
business and agricultural
classes to women within the
community and as well, a program for implementing modern day cocoa farming
techniques in order to produce
sustainable cocoa.
“Consumers want to feel
good about the products they
buy. If ‘Made by Slaves’ was
incorporated into chocolate
packaging I think many people
would rethink where they get
their chocolate from,” said
Rafferty.

Online travel sites sweep traditional compeition
Maureen Marimpillai
Reporter
A Windsor travel agent
blames advancements in technology and online competitors
for making it harder to satisfy
clients.
Mary Ann Matz, 59, has been
a travel agent for more than
three decades.
For six of those years she has
been working at Ticket Wicket
Travel.
“The last five years have
made this industry extremely
frustrating as new technology
makes everyone think they are
travel agents,” said Matz.
“They are rude and make you
feel like you are the stupid
idiot that knows nothing about
travel.”
Matz has been certified by the
Canadian Institute of Travel
Councilors and by the Travel
Industry Council of Ontario,
which means she is “recognized as being among the highest qualified travel agents”

according to the CITC website.
“Thirty seven years ago people were not as stressed out and
really looked forward to going
on vacation. It was a happy experience and they totally relied
on an agent to plan their trips,”
said Matz. “They relied on our
knowledge and suggestions
and you truly felt like you were
fulfilling a dream for them.”
Travel agencies such as Ticket
Wicket Travel are finding ways
to reach the online clientele by
creating websites and online
deals for their customers.
“My boss actually spends
hours on end to keep our website up to date,” said Matz.
Windsorites are torn over
booking trips online or through
a local travel agency.
Dana Dresser, 25, a St. Clair
College student says browsing
for deals online is more convenient and she prefers not to
pay for extra fees in hiring a
travel agent.
“We met with a travel agent
and then we went over all the

prices and everything. Then
she kind of guided us to book
our trip online,” said Dresser
about her last vacation.
Sean Ryan of Windsor says
given the choice, he would
book a trip with a local travel
agent.
“I would rather deal with
somebody in person because if
you don’t deal with people,
you’re getting into this digital
stuff and it’s taking away
jobs,” said Ryan. “It’s just a
downward spiral for the whole
market. I would much rather sit
down with an agent… spend
the time to do it, its part of the
experience too.”
Matz said her job is not as
gratifying as it used to be before online travel agencies became more popular.
“Those days were really enjoyable. You loved what you
did and people came back from
their trips and brought you little gifts and took the time to
contact you and say ‘thank
you.’”

Photo by Maureen Marimpillai

Windsor resident Sean Ryan at Milk coffee bar talks about the
benefits of using a travel agency to book a trip on March 30.
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BB Branded style hits Windsor

R&D budget
bursary ‘winners’
and ‘losers’
Jessica Brisebois
Reporter

Photo by Sehar Sajid

Ryan Mulder shows off his new collection of Nike Air Max shoes. The shoes are exclusive and
impossible to find in Windsor and are ordered through Nike’s website.
Sehar Sajid
Reporter
A Windsor retail store gains
an employee with the right experience in men’s fashions to
help them improve and expand
their shop.
Ryan Mulder, 26, moved to
Windsor from Flint, Mich. at
the age of 15 with his family.
While enrolled in school, Mulder found a part-time job at
Athletes World as a shoe salesman.
"I gained experience from
every retail job I had," said
Mulder. "I can tell what people
would like just by looking at
them. Most of the jobs I was at
promoted me to manager
within six months."
After nearly seven years of
combined experience in retail,
Mulder said it was time to look
for work with a privatelyowned retail business in Windsor. Mulder came across BB
Branded, originally known as
Capish Bling Bling, a men's
clothing and sneaker retail
boutique. The management
hired him after an interview
because of his outstanding retail management experience.
"I came from a corporate
background where you don't
choose the stuff you sell," said
Mulder. "A privately-owned

store gives you more freedom.
You have more input to what
you order and sell to the customers."
BB Branded was first opened
in 2004 by two brothers from
Windsor, Ayad and Imad Alsaddy.
The store has many of the top
and latest brands in fashions
for men.
"We have the latest shoes that
you won't find at shoe stores at
Devonshire Mall. They are
specially ordered by us in limited quantities. We have Supra,
Nike, Adidas, Timbalands, Jordans and many more," said
Mulder.
BB Branded offers brand
name jeans of many styles.
They have popular products to
help maintain the look of
shoes. The growing customer
database helps them to identify
previous customers by their
name and what they have purchased in order to recognize
the valued customer and better
serve them.
"BB Branded is currently
being renovated. We are updating for a more upscale modern
and classy look," said Mulder.“We will have a sidewalk
sale soon to clear out the old
stuff as well as a fashion show
at Holy Names Catholic High
School to introduce new items

and we'll introduce sunglasses."
Tyson Gallant, 16, a student
at Holy Names Catholic High
School, will be helping out
with the BB Branded Fashion
Show on April 16.
Gallant has been a customer
at BB Branded since his freshman year.
"I know a lot of people who
shop at Branded. That's where
you go when you don't want to
dress like everyone else," Gallant said. "People attending the
fashion show are looking forward to the giveaways. It's a
great way for Branded to be
recognized by people who
haven't heard of them."
BB Branded is located downtown on Ouellette Avenue near
Park Street. With the growing
business the brothers have
opened
many
locations
throughout the United States,
including in Miami, New Jersey, New York and Philadelphia. Renovations for the
Ouellette location will be complete before this summer.
"We want to change peoples'
outlook on high-end fashion
and service. Here we know our
customers on a first name
basis. The main goal is for customers to leave feeling the
'freshest'," said Mulder. "You
look good, you feel good."
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Public sector workers gathered outside Ontario Finance
Minister Dwight Duncan’s office in Tecumseh protesting the
2012 budget on March 30.
Grain salesman and business
owner Patrick Denomme stood
outside his office in the rain
protesting against plans to put
self-employed business owners
“out of a job.”
“It’s all about money, not
about jobs, bottom line,” said
Denomme, who is upset about
the government’s decision to
cut jobs.
Carlo Ciaramitaro isthe leader
of research and development
tax incentives at KPMG, a
companythat provides audit,
tax, and advisory services to
the public and private sectors.
He viewed the 2012 budget before its release to the public.
He said the major theme surrounding the 2012 budget is innovation.
According to Ciaramitaro,
Canada is too focused on tax
incentives and may not be providing enough funding, such as
grants.
“A significant impact will
translate to about a 30 per cent
decrease in R&D benefits,”
said Ciaramitaro.

He also said money from the
Shred Program, a government
incentive program for companies who participate in scientific research and experimental
development activities, will be
invested into the R&D program.
A partner in R&D incentives
practices at KPMG, John Pytel,
said the “winners” of the R&D
in the public sector will be able
to partner up with businesses
and apply for government bursaries, such as universities and
colleges, and the “losers,” to
name a few, are large corporations and private business owners.
“It’s nice to hear that they
haven’t started on the smaller
companies yet because a lot of
tool and die companies are privately owned,” said Pytel.
Denomme said the incentives
for bursaries towards research
and development don’t make
sense if in the long-term there
are less employment opportunities for business owners and
students working in the public
sector.
“I just hope all the NDP leaders, when they have their 10
days to think over and view
what the public has to say
about the budget ... I would
love to see an election,” said
Denomme.

Photo by Jessica Brisebois

Patrick Denomme stands outside in the rain with another protestor in front of MPP Dwight Duncan's office in Tecumseh
March 30. He was protesting against the government’s decision
to cut jobs in the 2012 Budget. Denomme is a self-employed
horse grain salesman and has been in the business for 35
years.
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‘Soups on’
Marc Tessier
Reporter
The Heart and Stroke Foundation hosted a fundraiser at
the St. Clair College Centre for
the Arts March 29.
The Heart and Stroke Foundation hosted a soup luncheon
that included 30 unique soups
from different restaurants
around the Windsor-Essex
County area. The Heart and
Stroke Foundation is a charity
that raises funds for research
and health promotion, along
with awareness of heart disease
and strokes.
“I was very pleased with the
attendance,” said Diane DeMarco, who is the program coordinator for the Heart and
Stroke Foundation of WindsorEssex.
Over 500 people attended the
26th anniversary of this event,

and over $10,000 was donated
to the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
Tickets for the event were $8
and if you brought in a canned
good you were given a raffle
ticket for a prize of $175.
All extra soups were donated
to the Well-Come Centre for
Human Potential, an organization founded in 1990 which
provides services to homeless
women over the age of 18.
“This is the first time working
with the Heart and Stroke
Foundation,” said Jennifer
Cline, social work programs
coordinator of the Well-Come
Centre for Human Potential.
Each year during this
fundraiser, a different charity
gets the extra soup. In total
more than 45 buckets of soup
where donated to the WellCome Centre for Human Potential.

Photo by Marc Tessier

Diane DeMarco, the program coordinator for the Heart and
Stroke Foundation of Windsor-Essex poses next to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation sign at the "Soups on" fundraiser at the
St. Clair College Centre for the Arts on Thursday, March 29.
contInued from page 1

for working hard and ecourage
other students to work harder,
said administrative assistant
Margaret Garabon, who is this
year’s event organizer.
“We’re just trying to reward
the students for doing good
work and for caring and hopefully instilling that encouragement in the other students,”
said Garabon.
Other than the 10.0 GPAs, the
students must have attended
five computer science courses
and had to have been registered
in the past semester.
Garabon said 58 of the students met the criteria this year

and by doing so were awarded
the director’s honor roll.
Awards are also given out for
the highest GPA and for students accepted into the outstanding scholars program.
This year’s guest speaker was
Stuart Sutton, the president of
Sylectus, an industry leader in
web-based, transportation software. Sutton advised the students to not fear failure, aim
high and follow their dreams.
“Success is not instantaneous.
Success is the progressive realization of a dream or goal,”
said Sutton, “It is a thousand
mile journey one step at a
time.”

Around Town

Global network program keeps
university students in contact
Joshua St. Pierre
Reporter

With social networking being
such a big part of our day-today lives, global-networking
was the next obvious step in
the evolution of keeping in
contact with people from all
across the world. AIESEC offers exactly that to students
across the globe.
AIESEC offers young students in university the chance
to network globally with thousands of other youths across
the world. AIESEC Canada
was founded in 1958, has over
60,000 members and is present
in 110 countries.
The organization has over 50
years of experience in helping
high potential youth become
globally minded leaders.
AIESEC has partnerships with
businesses, governments, and
institutions of higher education.
AIESEC was formerly known
as “Association Internationale
des Etudiants en Sciences
Economique set Commerciales,” which translates to International Association of
Students in Economic and
Commercial Sciences. However they dropped the full
name in favor of the AIESEC
acronym because their membership grew to represent a
much wider range of disciplines.
“AIESEC is a global organization which focuses on providing youth with leadership
development and an international experience that will help
youth change the world and
gain skills required in the
world today,” said David Morgan, the current vice-president
of talent management of
AIESEC Windsor. “AIESEC is
a great place to develop soft
skills, network and have as
much fun when you’re young.
We operate like a real business,
but we’re a non-profit organization that constantly gives
back to the community.”
AIESEC offers students the
chance to be global citizens.It
also enables students to gain
skills
and
competencies
through challenging leadership
experiences, international internships and interaction with
an extensive global network.
AIESEC is an independent
global, non-political, not-forprofit organization run by stu-
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Richard DeLisle sits in his garage reading a book relaxing
after class on March 30.
dents and recent graduates of
institutions of higher education.
Members of the organization
are interested in world issues,
leadership and management.
AIESEC also does not discriminate on the basis of race,
colour, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity or social origin. Their vision is
peace and fulfillment of humankind’s potential.
AIESEC offers two programs
for students to apply to: an exchange program and the global
internship program. The exchange program allows students from AIESEC Canada to
exchange places with students
from a different AIESEC in another country. When a student
goes to another country
through AIESEC they are offered the support they need to
succeed in the country they are
placed in. With the help of the
country’s AIESEC members,
the students make new friends
and get an experience that
teaches them about the world
and themselves.
The global internship program is a program which
ranges from 6 – 78 weeks in
110 countries around the
world. There are three different
streams for the global internship program: management
(human resources, accounting,
marketing), technical (engineering) and education that are
available for students to participate in.
Richard DeLisle, who was the
vice-president of outgoing exchange for AIESEC Windsor
in 2008, was able to go to Re-

cife, Brazil and Alexandria,
Egypt through his involvement
with AIESEC and the exchange program. He also had
an internship at the Alexandria
House of English, where he
claims he gained a new set of
skills he did not previously
have.
“Right when I landed in
Egypt, the Egyptian AIESEC
members picked me up and
helped me integrate in their society,” said DeLisle. “They offered me that social network so
that even though I went there
alone, I automatically had several friends who would invite
me out and bring me around
the city.”
During his time at the Alexandria House of English, DeLisle
worked as a literacy teacher for
four and a half months. He
taught 240 kids from Grades 1
– 5 each week on reading comprehension and grammar skills.
DeLisle was supposed to be in
Egypt for seven months. However the Egyptian Revolution,
which started in January 2011,
forced him to be evacuated in
February 2011 to Jordan where
he spend two months travelling
before returning home.
Students like DeLisle are able
to do this through AIESEC’s
global network. AIESEC offers
students the chance to partake
in experiences they would normally never have the chance to
experience.
DeLisle and Morgan advise
any students at the University
of Windsor who are interested
in joining or finding out more
about AIESEC to visit their
local AIESEC office.
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Dairy Freez opens for the season
Ariana Gendron
Reporter

A local popular restaurant
opened for the season last
week.
Dairy Freez is a small family
-owned and operated business
known in the Essex County
area for their ice cream.
It has been family-owned
since 1954.
Mike Reaume, 54, has owned
Dairy Freez with his wife Arlene since 1998.
He said he enjoys working
with the staff at Dairy Freez, a
lot of them being family.
“It’s definitely a family-run
business. We hire relatives …
I’ve hired almost all of my
nephews and nieces,” said
Reaume.
Reaume said he works 12 to
16 hours a day. He said that although the opening day of

Dairy Freez is not announced,
many people find out through
word of mouth.
“We don’t advertise our opening, but everybody knew … I
had a friend tell me his daughter called him from Fort McMurray, Alta. to say did you
know that Dairy Freez is
open,” said Reaume.
Besides ice cream, Reaume
said the most popular menu
item is a “Boston Cooler,”
which is a variety of milkshake. Dairy Freez sold more
than 400 milkshakes a day for
the first four days.
“We sell a million Boston
Coolers. It’s a Vernor’s float. I
actually have to go to the states
to get the Vernor’s, you can’t
buy it here,” said Reaume.
Dairy Freez offers a carhop
service. There are one or two
carhops on a weekday, and
three
on
a
weekend.

“Obviously now, with the size
of us, we have grown to not
just have curb service, it’s too
busy for that,” said Reaume.
“We are at a saturated point
now where we can’t do any
more business, or at least not at
our busy times. We could probably do more at other times,
but in general I don’t see us
growing any more because
we’re limited by space and
time and just can’t put more
people in.”
Reaume says something he
feels separates Dairy Freez
from other restaurants is the
fresh, made-to-order food.
“We only cook to order, so
there’s nothing ready ahead of
time,” said Reaume. “In that
way, it seems like it takes a
long time for you to get your
food. It’s not that it takes more
than 10 or 15 minutes to do
anything we cook, it’s just that

Cash Mob Spurs Business

Photo by Chris Richards

Juniper Used and Rare Books owner Roger Wurdemann, left, and Ca$h Mob Wind$or creator
Kelly Ouellette pose with their favourite books at Juniper on Ottawa Street, March 30.
Chris Richards
Reporter
The results from Windsor’s
latest grassroots initiative are
in and one local business is
reaping the benefit.
Juniper Used and Rare Books
on Ottawa Street was the site
for Windsor’s first cash mob
on Saturday, March 24.
Members of the Facebook
group Ca$h Mob Wind$or
converged on the store to
spend $20 or more in an effort
to inject financial support into
the locally owned business.
Roger Wurdemann, owner of
the bookstore, said the support
from the ‘mobsters’ on the day
of the hit and throughout the
week provided a major boost
for his business at a much
needed time.
Mobsters who could not attend the mob were still encour-

aged to stop by within the
week.
“After the initial 60, we had
maybe 15 more,” said Wurdemann, commenting on how
many people visited the store
on account of the cash mob.
“About half of them (spent
$20), and the other half spent
more,” he said. “I’d say between $30 to $35 on average.”
Overall, the event provided
the store with an extra $1,500
to $2,500, Wurdemann said.
Just as much as he appreciates
the financial boost though, the
exposure has been excellent for
business.
“Obviously the real windfall
for me has been the advertising,” he said. “But I was the
first one. If I was to spend
$5,000, I wouldn’t get as much
advertising as I’ve got over the
past week.”
Ca$h Mob Wind$or creator

Kelly Ouellette said after seeing the success of the first mob,
she has many plans to build on
the success of the first strike.
“It exceeded every expectation
we had,” Ouellette said. “We
haven’t heard a single negative
thing. We’re hoping to be by
the end of the weekend over a
thousand fans.”
The Ca$h Mob plans to mob
one different local store every
month, but Wurdemann says
that his mob will leave a lasting impression on him.
“It’s made me aware of the
power of social media and a little more socially conscious
about how important it is to
support local business,” he
said.
“Instead of having people
think ‘more bang for your
buck,’ think ‘do you want a
better community?’ I’ve given
a lot of thought to that.”
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Mike Reaume stands in front of the Dairy Freez sign in North
Ridge, Ont. on March 30.
there are upwards of 15 to 30
orders ahead of you that have
to be cooked.”
Karissa Sardinha, 18, says she
looks forward to Dairy Freez
opening every season.
“I was so excited when I
found out it opened,” said
Sardinha. “I go as often as I
can in the summer.”
Sardinha says that it gives the

community something to do.
She said she goes at least every
two weeks for ice cream, but
goes anytime someone asks her
to go.
“I think the amount of people
on opening day shows how
much the community works together,” said Sardinha. “It’s the
community that keeps local
businesses together.”

Robert Lazenby
Reporter

closely resembles the U.S government’s move in 1971 to stop
tying their currency to gold.
The gold standard was the
force behind almost every
country’s economy at one point
in time, according to Marignani.
“It devalued the U.S dollar,”
said Marignani. “And in doing
so it devalued the (Canadian)
dollar.”
Pam Chittim, a social science
teacher at Public Alternative
Secondary School,
said she feels
the government’s decision was a
good one.
“Hopefully
they’ll save a lot of money,”
said Chittim. “Nobody ever did
anything with them.”
Recently, Chittim went to Tim
Hortons and chose not to spend
the pennies she had on her
dresser at home.
“Why didn’t I go for the pennies? Because no one spends
pennies,” said Chittim.
There are many well-known
sayings connected with the
penny.
Along with eliminating the
penny, society will have to create new sayings about them.
“A penny saved is a penny
earned” will have to be put out
of circulation as well.

Canadian penny to be
slowly eliminated

The Canadian public will
have to bid farewell to the
penny soon.
The Conservative Party of
Canada announced in their
2012 federal budget that the
penny will not be distributed
by the Royal Canadian Mint.
This change is due to take
place in the fall.
The elimination of the penny
is expected to
create $11
million
a
year in savings,
according to the
government’s
estimates.
The elimination of the penny
has one small business owner
talking.
Angelo Marignani, the manager of Milk Coffee Bar in
downtown Windsor, is interested in the economics of the
government’s decision to eliminate the penny.
“Well naturally everything’s
going to have to be rounded up
to the nickel,” said Marignani.
“It’s basically sending the message that small isn’t important,
when it really is probably the
most important.”
Marignani said this move by
the Canadian government
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Fire’s out for the Spitfires
Rob Benneian
Reporter

The WFCU Centre will have
a hole in its schedule that will
be difficult to fill.
The Windsor Spitfires’ 8-3
loss to the London Knights
completed a four-game sweep
at the hands of their Western
Conference rivals. Eliminated
from post-season play, the
Spitfires will scatter to their
homes across North America
and Europe for the summer.
Jason Toner, the general manager of events for the WFCU
Centre, said it will be a challenge to replace the draw of the
building’s primary tenant.
“We’re always booking
shows, (but) unfortunately
concert tours go at the same
time that the hockey season
goes,” Toner said. “As we’re
tapering off with hockey, indoor concerts are tapering off
and they want to go outdoors
because everyone loves that
outdoor festival atmosphere.
Summer isn’t really a busy
arena time. We look to fill it,
but it’s not going to be as busy
as when the Spitfires are here.”
Spitfires head coach Bob
Boughner said this summer
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The WFCU Centre hosted its final OHL game of the season on March 29. The Spitfires season
ended with an 8-3 loss to the London Knights, completing a four-game sweep in the opening
round of the playoffs.
will be an important one for his many pure offensive talents. mode.”
hockey club.
Boughner said for the players
“We talked about doing the
He said the Spitfires need to who are on the roster it will be right things in the summer,”
have a good draft and add skill important to maintain their Boughner said. “(The players)
to a lineup already featuring a core strength to return for next are going to be given, in the
lot of gritty players but not season in “peak performance next couple of days, strict pro-

grams to monitor these guys to
make sure they come back not
only physically ready but mentally ready for a long run.”
The Spitfires are building
their team with an eye on the
2014 Memorial Cup, an event
they are hoping to host at the
WFCU Centre.
Toner said hosting events like
the World Under-17 Hockey
Challenge, which was held primarily at the WFCU Centre in
December and January, will
help build the Spitfires stock.
“It’s all about upping the Spitfires’ profitability and to up the
potential for the Memorial
Cup,” Toner said.
Toner said he works with the
Spitfires to make sure there are
no scheduling issues. During
the season, the Spitfires hold
the majority of their home
games on Thursdays and Sundays, an arrangement Toner
said suits his needs perfectly.
The WFCU typically hosts
concerts and events on Fridays
and Saturdays.
“We work hand-in-hand with
the Spitfires, day in and day
out,” Toner said. “We’re always communicating when I
need a date or they need a date.
It’s all about partnership.”

Spitfires remain positive despite elimination
Kenton Wolfe
Reporter

While the Windsor Spitfires
may have ended their playoff
season March 29, coaches and
players alike emphasized the
positives.
The Spits dropped their
fourth and final game 8-3 to
the first place London Knights
at the Windsor Family Credit
Union Centre, where fans
saluted Zack MacQueen, 20,
Derek Holden, 21, and John
Cullen, 20, who played their
last Ontario Hockey League
game.
“I’ll have these friendships
forever, that’s the best part
about hockey,” said goaltender
Cullen, who played the final 12
minutes of the game following
chants from the crowd to replace starting goaltender
Jaroslav Pavelka. “It’s tough
leaving the team. Since day
one, it’s been incredible here in
Windsor, best place to play in
the Canadian Hockey League.”
Though Windsor coach Bob
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The Windsor Spitfires salute the crowd after their 8-3 loss to the London Knights at the WFCU
Centre in Windsor. The Spitfires lost their playoff series to the Knights 4-0.
Boughner congratulated his
graduating over-agers, he
stressed the crucial experience
that the Spitfires younger players gained.
“I thought before the series
we’d take the game to 5 or 6,

but we lost to a better team,”
said Boughner. “There have
been a lot of things that happened this year, and people
wrote us off after the trade
deadline, but the young guys
really gave me their all and

made the playoffs.”
London Knights coach Dylan
Hunter praised Windsor for a
good effort, despite going into
the night down 3-0 in the series.
“The elimination game is al-

ways the hardest,” said Hunter.
“They’re competing hard every
game even though they were
losing in the series. They play
hard every shift. They’re not a
pass off kind of team, they’re a
go through you kind of team. It
didn’t matter they were down,
they went hard.”
Despite playing his final
game with the Spitfires, MacQueen stayed optimistic about
the team’s future.
“It’s a tough way to go out but
I’m proud of the guys. I think
these guys have a bright future,” said MacQueen. “The
young guys here are exceptional players. I loved being an
older guy here, taking on a
leadership role. It’s something
I enjoyed a lot because it’s a
great group of guys here.”
The success of the Spitfires
this season may not have been
as prolific as recent years,
however the team is in a period
of rebuilding and working towards future Memorial Cup
appearances with a positive attitude.
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Local boxer looks to the Olympics
Courtney Turnbull
Reporter

Three time Canadian Heavyweight champion boxer and
Olympic prospect Samir
“Sweet Sammy” El-Mais, will
be stepping into the ring March
31 at the Teutonia Club in
Windsor.
Originally from Lebanon, ElMais, 31, came to Windsor 20
years ago and discovered Border City Boxing Club on
Drouillard road at the age of
12.
“I`ve won three national titles
in a row,” said El-Mais. “I won
the Ontario Championships in
‘09, I won the Canadian Championship in 2010, went to
Kansas and won the Kansas
World Championship and then
I won two other national championships after that.”
El-Mais said that staying
sharp is what keeps him most
motivated.
His speed and aggressiveness
is what he says is his best tech-

nique in the ring.
“Getting hit, it’s motivating.
Getting hit hurts for me not to
slip those punches I have to get
them in there,” said El-Mais.
El-Mais will fight against the
number two Canadian fighter
Paul Rasmussen from TNT
Boxing Club in Guelph, Ontario.
He had previously beat Rasmussen 23-8 in the Provincial
Championship in Windsor and
again defeated him 16-11 at the
Canadian Nationals.
“I fought this guy before, he
comes at you and rushes you,”
said El-Mais. “I picked him because he`s a tough guy and
gave me one of the best fights
in the nationals, I want to give
fans in my hometown a great
fight.”
El- Mais’s trainer Josh Canty
is the head coach and president
of the boxing club and Border
City`s first Canadian champion. He`s trained both amateur and professional boxers in
provincial, national and inter-

in the morning doing running and coming here at night
getting his training and sparring,” said Canty.
Saturday will be El-Mais` first
hometown fight since 2005.
Canty said because of the
bout in Windsor Sammy will
be under a lot of pressure to
perform in front of fans.
“Rasmussen and Sammy have
a history and a little bit of a
feud going on because they are
both national champion calibre
fighters,” Canty said. “Rasmussen is looking for a little
revenge and wants to come
and show he is the one who
should be representing Canada
not Sammy.”

spoke about her son.
“I admire his determination
throughout the hard work. He
really devoted himself into this
sport,” said Linda
The Tremblay’s say they
never push their kids into anything.
“As parents it’s not our wish,
it’s their wish. It’s not us that’s
pushed him. We have been
here just to support him,” said
Linda. “For some athletes that
is not their dream so they are
just happy if they win OFSAA
(Ontario Federation of School
Athletic Associations) or Nationals, but David always
wanted the Olympics.”
Tremblay has competed in
many tournaments worldwide.
He has visited almost every
continent, winning tournaments overseas. His first competition was in Japan when he
was in Grade 10.
He came home a champion at
the age of 15. He went on to
win National Champion three
years in a row and placed
eighth in World Juniors in
2007.
In December 2001 he won the
Olympic trials which earned
him the right to wrestle in National Qualifying tournament
for Canada.
This past weekend he competed in the FILA Pan-Ameri-

can Olympic Qualifying Tournament in Kissimee, Fla.
where he earned his spot on the
Olympic team for the 2012
Summer Olympics.
Tremblay is bringing his
brother Noel, who is also a
wrestler, along for the
Olympics to help him train. He
said he wants to make sure his
practices are going to be just
like the competition and he
feels his brother is going to do
more than some other guys
would to help him.
“The biggest stress for
wrestlers is staying in their
weight class,” said David. “It’s
hard physically and mentally.
It’s a very demanding sport and
that’s why a lot of wrestlers
give it up.”
Preparing for any match isn’t
easy but Tremblay said as soon
as you step onto the mat there
is nowhere to run so you “just
go for it.” He is going to continue to work hard and strive
for what he wants to achieve.
“The Olympics is the best of
the best. By making it there
you’re already top 20 in the
world, and everyone is there
hoping for an Olympic medal,”
said Tremblay.
“I just got to try to do everything possible to make sure I
perform the best I can on that
day.”

national championships.
He`s been working every day
with El-Mais to prepare for the
bout.
“Sammy has been getting
work

El-Mais
will be travelling to
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
in May for the London
2012 Olympic Games
Qualifier.
The event hosted by the
American International Boxing Association is where he
will compete for one of the 10
positions for Canadian boxers.
Three time Canadian heavyweight champion boxer Samir
El-Mais trains at Border City
Boxing Club.

Photo by
Courtney Turnbull

Stoney Point wrestler makes Olympics AKO Framtmen recrute
Kristi Risdsdale
Reporter

A small town wrestler has
reached his Olympic dream
after wrestling for 12 years.
David Tremblay, 24, is the
perfect example for a small
town kid with big time dreams.
And now he will represent
Canada in the 2012 Summer
Olympics.
Tremblay has been wrestling
since the age of 13 because of
his father David Sr. In high
school Tremblay wrestled with
L’Essor and was a three time
National Champion.
When he moved to Montréal
he lost his first Junior National
Competition.
Staying motivated isn’t hard,
Tremblay
said,
because
wrestling is so competitive.
“I like being competitive in
all of my sports and this is big,
being competitive and trying to
be one of the best in the
world,” said Tremblay.
From the fundraisers to the
motivational speeches, Tremblay’s friends and family have
been supportive. He said his
family’s support helps him stay
focused and being such a big
family there is no shortage of
encouragement. Linda Tremblay, David’s mother, was
beaming with pride as she

Ashley Davidson
Reporter

The AKO Fratmen football
team in Windsor is recruiting
players for the upcoming season and say they are looking
for players with heart.
Last season the AKO Fratmen
played a perfect regular season,
not losing a single game. This
streak continued into the playoffs until the final game against
the Hamilton Hurricanes where
they fell short of being Ontario
Football Champions.
With the season starting in August, AKO has begun recruiting in order to win the
championship game that they
could not win last season.
Head coach Mike Lachance
said the team is really searching for that Ontario Football
Championship this season and
in order to do so they need
players with skill and heart.
The players who come out for
the AKO Fratmen are not getting scholarships the way they
would be in the United
States.When they come out for
AKO, Lachance said the main
thing is just playing football,
and that is something the
coaching staff needs to consider when recruiting.
“If they don’t love it then it’s
not really going to work out,”
said Lachance. “We have to determine early on if the guys are

there for the right reason and if
they love it for just the passion
of the game and just love it as
much as the coaching staff
does.”
Keeping in mind, he also said
that a player needs skill.
“Realistically, we have a
championship team and that’s
the level we have to obtain,”
said Lachance.
The AKO “family” is looking
for players who are working
towards the Ontario Football
Championships and fit with the
rest of the team, according to
the team’s quarterback Christian Hackney.
“The reason why we are so
successful is because our guys
get along and we know each
other’s strengths and weaknesses,” said Hackney. “So
having a team player come in
and want to work for the common goal and just a guy that
works hard is really what we
are looking for rather than just
pure talent.”
“We have a great group of
guys coming back,” said wide
receiver, Joel Archer. “We just
need guys who are willing to
come in and play their role.
They might not play every
snap of the game, but guys
who are willing to come in and
do what they can to help the
team.”
Archer is the AKO Fratmen
contInued on page 12
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Essex triumphs Junior C hockey title

The Essex 73’s pose for a group picture after winning the Great Lakes Junior Hockey League championship at Essex Arena on March 27.
Madison Jean
Reporter
The Essex 73’s defeated the
previous Great Lakes Junior
Hockey League champions,
the Belle River Canadiens.
On March 27, the 73’s beat
the Canadiens 3-1 to win their
16th Great Lakes Junior C
Hockey League title. The 73’s
won the best of seven series 41, to advance to the Schmalz
Cup, which is the All-Ontario
Junior C Championship.
They will be facing the
Grimsby Peach Kings in the
semifinals.
Assistant captain Mike Ditty,
19, has been playing with the
Canadiens for two years and
looks forward to playing for
them next year. He got 11
points throughout the playoff
series.
“I think for the first two
contInued from page 12

MVP from last season and one
of the team’s star players.
He said the team has heart
and that in order to be successful this season they need recruits with the same amount of
heart. Defensive coordinator
Mike Morencie said the important thing is to bring in players
that work well with guys like
Archer and Hackney who are
returning this season.
“The real thing is to bring talent together and get everybody
to work together and if you can
you’ve got a chance,” said
Morencie.
The AKO Fratmen have
begun spring practice with
min-camp running from April
27-29 and main camp beginning in July.

games we played alright,” said
Ditty. “I feel like we got
screwed over by the referees.
In the first game we got that
penalty for too many men in
OT which lead to an Essex OT
goal.”
Belle River lost their first two
games 3-2 in overtime and 4-2
in Game 3. The Canadiens lost
Game 4 by a score of 5-1.
“At the same time I think we
underachieved when we were
even-strength because we didn't score a goal till the fourth
game five on five. The third
game was just awful, they beat
us in every aspect of the
game,” said Ditty.
Belle River veteran Robert
Ienna, 22, got injured halfway
through Game 3 and was
forced to end his Junior C career early. According to Ienna,
it was a very emotional time
for him because he got hurt

during his last year playing
Junior C and he has to get knee
surgery. He said in Game 5
they couldn’t seem to find the
back of the net.
“I think we got snake bitten
and couldn't get bounces to go
our way,” Ienna said. “We
played great throughout the
last couple games but to win
championships you have to
come ready to play every
game.”
Assistant captain and veteran
Nik Dobrich, 21, said the
Canadiens should have capitalized on their opportunities,
“We had plenty and we were
still very undisciplined – we
took too many penalties,” said
Dobrich. “The best part of
playing for BR was being with
the boys – tightest knit team
I’ve ever been a part of. Over
the four years that I played
here, we had an excellent

group year after year.”
Due to over-agers, the Canadiens will be losing major
players next year.
“I think we will still be a great
team next year. We’re obviously losing some core players,
but we should be just fine,”
Ditty said.
Belle River rookie Blake
Jones, 16, says Belle River will
be a strong team with a lot
more experience, which will
hopefully help them go for a
longer playoff run.
The Essex 73’s will be facing
the Grimsby Peach Kings in
the Schmalz Cup semifinals.
Captain and veteran Sean
Ducharme, 21, says he has
faith in his team and believes
that they will do very well.
“We need to make sure we
play with the same intensity
and hard work like we did in
the previous series against
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Belle River. I think with us
being labeled as the underdog
in this series, it’s really going
to help motivate our team more
to win the All-Ontario Championship,” said Ducharme.
The Peach Kings won their
best of seven series 4-0 against
the New Hamburg Firebirds.
Essex defenceman and assistant captain Blaise Baillargeon,
20, is excited that his team
made it to the Schmalz Cup.
“It feels really good to advance but we still haven't won
what we want so we're going to
keep working hard to reach our
goal.”
Starting goaltender Taylor
Speed, 19, is also excited that
they made it.
“I think we match up great.
We aren’t the flashiest teams
but we compete and can play
with any team so it’s going to
be a great series.”

Racers head to Championship
Sam McEachern
Reporter

Local professional race team,
Amico Racing, is preparing for
a season of race events across
Canada.
Canadian Touring Car Championship is the only professional road racing series in the
country.
Touring cars are based on production versions of the vehicle,
but are highly modified. The
races are held in different locations across Quebec and Ontario.
Coming off their third season
of touring car racing with a
second overall finish, the team

is eager to begin the 2012 season.
They will be running their
BMW 330i sedan, piloted by
veteran driver Dean Fantin.
Between preparing last year’s
car for the upcoming season
and building a second vehicle,
the team is staying busy.
“There is a lot to do. Preparing the car is time consuming,”
said Justin Amicone, team
manager. “All the guys work
full-time jobs and I’m a student. We go to work all day,
and then come to the shop and
pound out a late one just to
prep the car in time for the season.”
Through an eventful 2011

season,
Amico
Racing
wrapped up with a second
overall finish, their best overall
finish to date.
They managed to finish on
the podium in 10 out of 16
races.
“This season will be the best,”
said a confident Amicone.
“We’re really going to push
ourselves to the limit and be
the best we can be.”
Despite their success, Amico
Racing is up against stiff completion in the CTCC. Skilled
drivers with large budgets
prove to be a challenge for
Amico Racing.
“There are guys out there with
a half a million, million dollar

budgets. They can afford to
push their motors to the limit
with the possibility of blowing
a motor. We sometimes have to
back off the power, and be a little easier on our car,” said Amicone.
Amico Racing is looking forward to the F1 event in Montreal. It is highly anticipated by
all teams in the CTCC as it is
one of the largest motorsport
events in Canada.
Held at the prestigious Circuit Gilles-Villeneuve, thousands will be present to watch
the action.
“To win in Montreal, in front
of thousands of people, would
be our dream,” said Amicone.
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Riley Harrison-Lutz
Reporter

A new scholarship program
hopes to attract top athletes
while providing them with
more incentive to excel academically.
Under the program, every St.
Clair College varsity student
athlete will receive the maximum amount of scholarship
money permitted under the Ontario Colleges Athletic Association rules and regulations.
To retain the scholarship, each
varsity athlete must earn a minimum 2.0 grade point average
in each semester with no failed
courses. The Varsity Athletics
Scholarship will be launched in
September.
“It is not always easy for our
student athletes to put other
priorities on the side and that
would be part-time work, paying for living expenses, tuition
and things of that nature,” said
Ted Beale, 37, the athletic coordinator at St.Clair College.
He says the program keeps
the student athletes on track
both athletically and academically.
“So this is just another way
for us to reward our student
athletes for the time and effort
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they put into our teams,” said
Beale.
Playing for one of the 12 varsity teams offered at St. Clair
will qualify a student athlete
for the scholarship program
each semester they play. A
first-year student will receive
$500 per semester and $600
per semester in the second
year. In the third year, $750 is
awarded while the fourth and
fifth years of eligibility draw
payments of $1,000 per semester.
Alee Brecka, 20, has been
playing volleyball for about
eight years with three of those
at St. Clair. Although she will
graduate from the travel and
tourism program this year,
Brecka will be returning next
year to take some electives.
Her interest peaked when she
heard about the new scholarship program.
“St. Clair is really hurting in
some athletic programs,” said
Brecka. “When you have
someone who doesn’t really
care about school, or doesn’t
have enough money for it, they
are not going to move here and
play the sport if they don’t
have to and they can play
somewhere that is closer to
them.

“I think through this program
we are going to get better athletes who are more dedicated
because they know that they
are going to be receiving a
scholarship. They are going to
actually try.”
Next year Brecka is expecting
to receive $1,000 each semester from the scholarship program as she continues to play
volleyball. St. Clair was the
first OCAA member college to
offer scholarships when the
Athletic Scholarship began in
1984. The Varsity Athletics
Scholarship will replace the
previous Athletic Scholarship,
which has been awarded to
high school graduates in their
first year at St. Clair College.
Coaches also receive a certain
amount of money to distribute
to the team as bursaries.
Beale said more support for
the athletic program will lead
to recruiting more interested
students to attend St. Clair.
“This is the time that student
athletes are making decisions
to come to different institutions
and we hope that St. Clair is
more of an option,” said Beale.
“We are offering a groundbreaking scholarship program
that will be hard-pressed rivalled across the province.”
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Alee Brecka, 20, poses witha volleyball on March 30 in the
main campus gym at St. Clair College. Brecka is a third-year
travel and tourism student who is returning next year to take
some electives and play volleyball.

CFL veteran gives local athletes chance to pursue dreams
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Walter Spencer Robinson of the CFL’s Montreal Alouettes talks
to a young athlete during a training session at Top Player Athletic Training Facility in Windsor, March 28. Spencer Robinson
is the president and CEO of the company, located at 4375
County Road 42 - Unit 2.
Brett Hedges
Reporter
Local athletes of all ages and
any sport now have a place to
train and pursue their dreams.

The Top Player Athletic
Training Facility will have its
grand opening on April 14 near
Windsor Airport. President and
CEO Walter Spencer Robinson
and local politicians will be in

attendance. Top Player, which
started as summer football
camps in 2009, will provide
student-athletes with the opportunity to learn valuable life
lessons that exist in athletics.
The facility is a 10,000 square
foot multi-sport complex designed to accommodate all
sports with an emphasis on
speed and agility training.
“We want to establish a sense
of commitment, discipline and
responsibility to all our young
aspiring student-athletes,” said
Spencer Robinson. “Our goal
is to promote an environment
that encourages sportsmanship
and respect for others while
pursuing self-improvement.”
The mission statement is clear
to Charisse Klassen, whose son
Jackson, 11, is already asking
to attend the grand opening.
Local politicians expected to
attend are MP of Windsor West
Brian Masse, Mayor of Leamington John Paterson, Mayor
of Amherstburg Wayne Hurst,
Mayor of Lakeshore Tom Bain
and Mayor of Tecumseh Gerry
McNamara.
“It has everything to offer to
any athlete in any sport,” said

Klassen. “Windsor has needed
this kind of facility for a long
time. There’s a lot of talent in
this area and I’m very proud of
Walter for everything he’s
doing for the athletes in the
city.”
Spencer Robinson, a University of Indianapolis graduate,
says training to get a scholarship is important but maintaining good grades throughout
high school is crucial to receiving a scholarship and a wellrounded college education.
“If you work hard from Grade
9 all the way through high
school, you’ll hug yourself
when you get to college because you’ve already laid the
groundwork to be successful in
any path you choose,” said
Spencer Robinson. “If you
don’t do well in your classes,
you won’t be able to play the
sports you love. When you’re a
student-athlete, you have to
place priorities on your studies
before anything.”
Robinson has received many
accolades during his playing
career, including three high
school football all-city selections, selected as defensive

MVP of the Ontario Football
Conference while playing junior football for the Windsor
AKO Fratmen, being named
second-team all-conference as
well as team captain at U of
Indy and back-to-back Grey
Cup Championships with the
Canadian Football League’s
Montreal Alouettes in 2009
and 2010.
It was a near-fatal stabbing incident, however, where the
idea of the Top Player facility
blossomed. Lying on the
ground, Spencer Robinson
thought to himself, “God, if
you let me live, I’ll do your
will.” That near death experience left him wanting to give
back to the community and he
felt the best way was to help as
many people as possible.
“After my accident, I wasn’t
scared to take a chance in order
to open this facility,” said
Spencer Robinson. “God led
me to this opportunity … I believe that with the help of professional football players and
professional trainers we can inspire these young athletes to
reach their potential and ultimately their dreams.”
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Students help Cool the Earth

Students at the Dr. David Suzuzki School take a bow after their play covering the dangers of greenhouse gases March 30.
Adam El-Baba
Reporter
Dr. David Suzuki Public
School kicked off their Cool
the Earth program with an assembly stressing the dangers of
greenhouse gases March 30.
Students put on a play explaining how greenhouse gases
like methane and carbon dioxide can negatively affect the
earth’s environment and ways
to reduce the size of their carbon footprint.
Following the assembly,
every student received a booklet on ways they can be more

environmental friendly.
Students will bring these booklets home and try to complete
environmental actions such as
unplugging their television
twice a day.
After students complete
tasks, they bring the page to the
office for a weekly draw.
School principal Judy Wherry
has been involved with this
program for over a year.
Wherry first heard of the program while she was a principal
at Princess Anne Public
School.
“The real purpose is to give
students an understanding of

how to change the environment
at a young age and what things
cause carbon to be in the air,”
said Wherry.
The Cool the Earth program
was created by Marin County
parents, Carleen and Jeff
Cullen, who were inspired to
take action after seeing the
documentary An Inconvenient
Truth.
The program was first
launched at Bacich Elementary
school in Kentfield, California
in 2007.
The program is now running
in over 170 schools across the
United States and now one

school in Canada with the addition of the Dr. David Suzuki
Public School.
Retired Chrysler Canada
worker Brian Boots, 62, has
four grandchildren at the
school and thinks the Cool the
Earth program is very informative and will go a long way in
making the Earth a better
place.
“I think that it’s really important that this school educates
the kids in environmental studies, which give us something
we can all learn,” said Boots.
According
to
www.cooltheearth.org, their
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mission statement says it is
their goal to engage individuals
in climate change awareness
by motivating them to take
simple, measurable actions to
conserve energy.
Collectively organizers hope
these actions and an increased
civic engagement will make a
significant impact on global
warming.
“They got me enrolled in this
program by bringing me here
today which educated us. I feel
that older people don’t have as
much awareness of the consequences of our actions,” said
Boots.

High School credit cap raises controversy
Mitchell Edgar
Reporter

The Ontario Liberal Party’s
cap on high school credits is
creating controversy among
students.
The plan to cap the maximum
number of high school credits
at 34 was announced on March
27 as part of the Liberals’ 2012
budget. The purpose is to
lessen the number of students
who take a fifth year of high
school, saving the province an
estimated $22 million annually.
With the cap in place, the most

students would be able get is
an extra semester.
Adam Kuli, 19, took a fifth
year at Kingsville District High
School. He said a full extra
year is very beneficial.
“I wasn’t sure what I wanted
to do as far as my post-secondary education was concerned,“ said Kuli. “Before my
fifth year I’d been accepted to
three universities for English
and history and now I am
going to culinary school. If I
hadn’t had time to really find
my niche I don’t know that I
would be where I am.”

Andrew Conlin, 18, a fifth
year at Riverside Secondary
School, said he came back
even though he was sure what
he wanted to do after high
school.
Conlin said he returned to
Riverside because he could not
afford to move and now he
does not feel he made the right
choice.
“I feel that when you come
back for a fifth year after graduating you have absolutely no
drive to earn extra credits than
the ones you already have. I
feel like taking the fifth year is

just a waste of time,” said Conlin. “I regret the decision fullheartedly.”
The cap could be beneficial if
the government “gives more
direction into what career paths
are available,”Conlin said.
However Kuli said the cap is
not a good idea and could lead
to students entering post-secondary education before they
are ready.
“Personally, I think this is a
step backwards. Over the last
few years I’ve noticed that
more and more students are
staying back. Out of my grad-

uating class, more than a quarter were back for a fifth year,”
said Kuli. “I think this is going
to lead to a lot more students
going to university or college
unsure of what they really want
to be doing, which will then
see them either dropping out or
switching majors or programs
and wasting a lot of tuition
money as a result.”
Those who started a fifth year
this past September will be
able to finish out the year.
The cap will not be implemented until the 2013 school
year.
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Walkerville grads achieve industry success
James Zimmerman
Reporter

Walkerville students say they
are prepared for what may
come after graduation.
As students from Walkerville
graduate, many are optimistic
their skills will benefit their
artistic endeavors and future
careers.
Walkerville Centre for Creative Arts is a program for visual and performing arts
students in the Windsor - Essex
County region. Students are required to audition for the program and their courses are
taught at all high school grade
levels. Students take classes in
dance, drama, vocal music,
piano, orchestral instruments,
guitar and studio and media
arts.
Kevin Lock, 43, has taught in
the WCCA program for the
past nine years. He said the

focus of the program is to build
on students’ previous abilities.
"Generally the focus is just to
allow students that have a natural ability, that they've proven
through the audition process,
to build on the skills they already have,” said Lock. “The
material is more challenging
and it's designed to take them
to a higher level."
Students are preparing to attend classes at a number of
post-secondary institutions
such as Wilfrid Laurier University, University of Western Ontario, University of Windsor
and Fanshawe College to study
the arts and media. Students
have learned skills that go beyond music notes, dance
moves or canvas and paints.
"I've learned things like time
management, presentation and
stage presence, communication
and other social related skills,"
said Aliz Glassco, a 17-year-

old music student in the program.
Many of her classmates said
they have learned these skills
as well, but not every student
in the WCCA program is continuing their education in the
arts and media.
Olga Politis, 17, chose the
program because of her love of
the arts but is planning on pursuing a career in nursing.
"I love art, but I've always
been interested in the human
body,” said Politis. “I've always known that I've wanted
to help others as well."
Teachers encourage students
to put on workshops and performances outside of their regular classes.
“The program here is very
student driven. It’s the students
that make the difference here,”
said Lock. “They are generally
energized to take things further.”

Daffodils support cancer research
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Renee Saad, 56, volunteers for the Canadian Cancer Society’s
Daffodil Month at The Real Canadian Superstore, 4371 Walker
Rd.
Jamila Benza
agnosed. The CCS was offiReporter
cially founded in 1938, with
the daffodil being the society’s
Residents and businesses are symbol since the beginning.
helping fight cancer one daf- The flower represents the canfodil at a time.
cer journey, said Judy Lund,
April is the Canadian Cancer unit manager for the Essex
Society’s daffodil month. The County’s CCS.
campaign funds cancer re“The daffodil is one of the
search and shows support for first flowers out in the spring.
cancer patients. According to The idea is that it is a symbol
the Canadian Cancer Society, a of hope and rebirth through the
person is diagnosed with can- long winter… coming through
cer every three minutes. In in the spring,” said Lund.
2011 Ontario had an estimated
Lund said proceeds generated
27,800 people die from cancer by the sale of daffodil pins
and 66,900 new cases were di- benefit the local branchby pro-

viding transportation to cancer
patients and peer support. Donations also help with the Cancer Information Service, a
nationwide toll-free number
providing resources and information about cancer and for
cancer research, said Lund.
There are over 65,000 volunteers across Ontario, including
over 2,000 volunteers within
Essex County’s CCS. Renee
Saad, a 56-year-old teacher,
began volunteering three years
ago to set an example for her
students. She said recently volunteering had become personal
because her husband was recently diagnosed with cancer.
“Cancer doesn’t discriminate,”
Saad said.
Windsor and Essex County
has over 200 businesses selling
daffodil pins, including Armando’s Pizzeria, Marcel’s
Collision Inc. and Jamieson
Laboratories. Although the
fundraiser lasts all month, the
official daffodil day is April 27.
Lund said it is about becoming
united against cancer.
“We are hoping we can get
everybody to culminate in
wearing the daffodil pin on the
27th,” said Lund.
“So people facing cancer will
see a field of daffodils on
everybody’s jackets saying we
are here and supporting and believe this is important to fight
back.”
Saad said she believes people
have a responsibility to helpfight cancer. “It is our civic
duty to support cancer research.”
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Mary Spinks, left, and Pheonix Ouellette, right, work on music
compositions with their classmates at Walkerville Collegiate
Institutel in Windsor March 30.

The pressure
to be thin
Rachel Lynn Randall
Reporter

Are supermodels causing unrealistic standards for women?
Over the years, the body
image for models and women
has changed.
Kimberly Matte, 29, is a freelance model in Windsor. She
has been modeling for seven
years, only taking time off to
have children. Along with
being a freelance model, she
also has an agency in Toronto
called Sheridda Personal Management Inc. where she has
been contracted for almost two
years.
“I have worked for tons of different companies - magazines,
calendars, Sears, Shoppers,
Hakim Optical, commercials,
movies and music videos,”
said Matte.
Matte said pressures from the
media to look a certain way are
impossible to achieve.
“A lot of people see these
magazines and strive to be like
the people on the cover when
in all reality it’s impossible,”
said Matte. “People need to realize that it’s all photoshopped. For someone who has
a larger bone structure, to try to
achieve a size 0, they will have
to starve themselves and they
will never reach their goal and
be healthy.”
Supermodels have always

made an impact on society not
only for fashion, but also for
thinness. Since two models
died in 2006 from eating disorders, most modeling agencies
require models to have at least
a body mass index of 18 in
order to work.
“I don’t have a diet, just try
to eat healthy and Sundays are
my ‘eat whatever days.’ If I eat
bad one day, I’ll try to keep it
extra clean the next,” said
Matte. “I have been to a gym
once or twice in my life. I will
rollerblade in the summer and
do cheesy workout videos at
home if and when I ever find
time, but being a single mom
of two and modeling full-time
is not often.”
Matte said for her, the biggest
pressure is her age because she
is up against and works with
other models who range from
13 to 20 years old.
Curtis Ryckman, 22, a resident of Leamington, believes
the image of female perfection
has been butchered over the
years.
“The only people saying
‘skinnier’ is better are models
and their agencies. The women
in those magazines are as inanimate as the pages they fill,”
said Ryckman. “Magazines
like that are usually for the
shallow minded and hollow
brained to make reality more
survivable.”
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For the love of vinyl

founded in 2008 to celebrate
the unique culture that surrounds independent record
stores.
The annual event falls on the
third Saturday of April each
year.
For the fifth year, over 1,000

record stores around the globe
will be offering exclusive releases and in-store performances from musicians of
various backgrounds. Each
year organizers choose one
music icon to act as ambassador for the event.

This year’s diplomat of sound
is none other than punk rock
pioneer Iggy Pop, whose outrageous and unpredictable
stage antics with the seminal
‘70s Michigan act The Stooges
brought him to fame.
James Karlsen, 32, is the
owner of Windsor’s newest
record store Ah Some Records,
at 2343 Pillette Rd., which
opened in September 2011.
After listening to vinyl since
his youth and operating his
own independent record label
for the better part of 10 years,
Karlsen decided to open his
own shop. This will be the
store’s first Record Store Day
and Karlsen hopes the excitement that surrounds the event
will increase traffic.
“Hopefully, it’s just a good
day that a lot of people that
don’t normally come out
maybe hear about it and maybe
it gives them a little more interest to check it out,”Karlsen
said. “For a lot of us it’s like
record store day every day.”
It’s like an SOS signal to all
the record people saying ‘Hey!
This is the day to show up to
your local record store.’”
Liam O’Donnell, 34, is the
owner of Dr. Disc Records in
downtown
Windsor.
He
worked at the store’s London
location for several years before buying the Windsor location in 2001. Dr.Disc has
celebrated all five years of
Record Store Day, which has
now become their busiest sales
day of the year, even beating
out the Christmas season. The
shop will open two hours early

Even though it was a training
ground for new talent, it still
had its flaws.
“It would have been great except for the fact that it was not
a very well-maintained place.
It was kind of dirty,” Bleach’s
drummer Adam Podvin, 18,
said.
The Dominion House at 3140
Sandwich St. became the new
venue for amateur musicians.
Co-owners Chris Mickle and
Kristian Neil upgraded the
133-year-old tavern to accommodate new musicians.
“We built the stage, the sound
system and lighting and they
came to us,” said Mickle. He
says the $17,000 that went into
the upgrade was money well

spent and he does not regret it.
The Blind Dog closed Nov. 9,
2011 after a series of fires
broke out. The back door was
kicked in and five separate
fires had started inside. There
was also evidence of burnt accelerants which led investigators to believe the destruction
was an arson case.
“The loss of The Blind Dog
kind of messed things up for
my business as I now don't
have a massive venue for big
tours,” said Joel Johnston of
Windsor Booking Inc.
Matt Brown, who operated
The Blind Dog until it closed,
moved to San Pedro, Belize.
The building now stands unused.

Members of local band Bleach Andrew Cyrenne, left, Kyle
Cloutier, centre, and Adam Podvin, right, hold up a picture of
their bass player Kyle Theroux in front of the now closed Blind
Dog nightclub in downtown Windsor on March 30.

Photo by Murad Erzinclioglu

Liam O'Donnell, owner of Dr. Disc Records on Ouellette Avenue, poses beside a sampling of
what the shop will offer as part of this year's Record Store Day. Record Store Day will be held
this year on April 21.
Murad Erzinclioglu
Reporter
Local business owners and
vinyl record enthusiasts alike
are gearing up for this April’s
Record Store Day.
The international event was

for eager vinyl fans and will
offer more than the usual fare.
“We’ll have a sidewalk sale,
bands playing, probably cupcakes, but tons of releases,
that’s the main thing. We’ll
have boxes of records that are
exclusive to that day,”
O’Donnell said. “It helps monetarily. I think it creates awareness for record stores, that
we’re still around.”
Christofer Elkjar, 28, is a
graphic designer at Spry
Agency, a musician and an
avid vinyl enthusiast. Elkjar
has been collecting vinyl for
the past four years. He became
interested in the medium for its
aesthetic value.
“The fact that you can download music so easily makes
having something physical
more interesting. A substantial
physical package,” Elkjar said.
Elkjar will be attending
Record Store Day in the hopes
of acquiring new and limited
releases from artists like Detroit’s Jack White and heavy
metal outfit Mastodon. But it’s
not just in the releases that Elkjar finds important.
“I think it’s just important for
the idea that independent
record stores still exist,” Elkjar
said.
“There are people that you can
go to talk about music and
have knowledgeable recommendations instead of just
going to faceless HMV.”
This year’s installment of
Record Store Day falls on Saturday, April 21. For more information visit:
www.recordstoreday.com.

Dominion House opens its doors to local talent
Campbell Schram
Reporter

The Blind Dog nightclub, located on Ouellette Avenue in
downtown Windsor, hosted upand-coming musicians like Andrew Cyrenne and his band
Bleach before closing its doors
last November.
Cyrenne, 19, has been playing
with Bleach since its formation
two and a half years ago and
played their first show on The
Blind Dog’s stage.
“I think The Blind Dog was
awesome for bands starting
out,” said Cyrenne. “It gave
new bands a chance to play
with others and in front of an
audience.”

Photo by Campbell Schram
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Sgt. Gerry Corriveau retires 3-D harmful

Photo by Steven Anderson

Staff Sgt. Gerry Corriveau works on cases for his last day before retirement at the Windsor Police Department March 30.
Steven Anderson
Reporter
The Windsor Police Service
bids farewell to one of their
finest this March.
Staff Sgt. Gerry Corriveau of
the Windsor Police financial
crimes unit was retired after a
career that covered everything
from patrolling the streets to
high profile homicide cases.
Born in Glasgow after his parents met during his father’s
professional hockey career
playing for the Paisley Pirates,
Corriveau immigrated to
Canada with his parents at the
age of two. “I grew up in
Riverside, I still live in that

same area and it’s where I
raised my family,” said Corriveau.
Corriveau said he knew he
wanted to be in law enforcement at a young age, although
that wasn’t his only interest.
“It was that or NASA I either
wanted to be a policeman or an
astronaut, and NASA wasn’t
hiring so here I am,” Corriveau
said. Corriveau began his career in the financial crimes unit
where he was promoted from
constable to junior detective
and sent to what was called at
the time the fraud squad. He recalls few officers wanting to be
part of the unit, however, Corriveau would remain there and

later be promoted to staff sergeant.
Corriveau said he is a firm believer that his job is solely to
serve the public, and serving
the people is what makes being
a policeman worthwhile.
“I have been fortunate enough
to witness some pretty high
profile homicide cases, some
pretty high profile frauds and a
lot of really simple things.
Some are as simple as accidents I’ve been at where I help
people and it worked out
okay,” he said.
However, not all of his experiences have been positive.
Corriveau recalls scenes he describes as “man’s inhumanity
to man,” things that never go
away. “Those images get stuck
in your mind, and sometimes
you wake up and see them,”
said Corriveau.
Even in difficult times Corriveau keeps a positive outlook
and looks forward to an easy
retirement.
“The fact that I got through 30
years and stayed married, my
kids are pretty normal, I’m not
paying money for defence attorneys, they turned out okay,
and that’s the most important
thing,” said Corriveau. “Still
I’m looking forward to a long
vacation and we’ll see where it
goes from there. I’m a relatively young man. I’ll be 53 in
June and hopefully I live a
good long life.”

to the eyes
Sonja Schenker
Reporter
3-D movies and televisions
are great for some people, but
others despise them.
3-D existed in theatres since
1915, but because of the high
cost of producing 3-D it wasn’t
often used. Now 3-D is popular
in cinemas everywhere, but
not every person can tolerate it.
Erich Johnson, at The
Source in Devonshire
Mall,
said people come to
the store asking
about 3-D televisions,
but it is not a make it or
break it type of deal.
3-D televisions came out in
2009 and quickly became popular quickly. Experts say the
popularity died as quickly as it
came.
“Some people complain
about the movies about the discomfort and from what I heard
is that children under the ages
of 14 to 15 shouldn’t be watching 3-D TV for more than an
hour per week, just because
their eyes are still developing,”

Johnson said.
Dizziness, blurred vision,
confusion and depth perception
failure are all reported side effects of 3-D televisions.
Amy Gagnon, 31, a mother
of three, says she is trying to
avoid 3-D movies and television as much as possible.
“When I watch 3-D I get
headaches, I get dizzy and nauseous,” Gagnon said.
Gagnon said her
children
wanted
to see a
movie
but were
not able to
because it was in 3-D.
Gagnon said if she
puts a 3-D puzzle together and
pulls away to see the image it
makes her sick.
“I turn an awful shade of
green,” Gagnon said.
The companies making 3-D
televisions are Samsung, Panasonic, Sony and Toshiba.
These companies making the
televisions have seen a steady
decline in sales for the televisions and a lot of complaints
have been reported about the
televisions.

Protestors continue the fight against abortion
Samantha Reaume
Reporter

While Windsor’s annual
Candlelight Vigil for abortion
awareness is only one day, for
some the effort goes on all
year.
For the past four years,
Windsorites have often seen
members of the 40 Days for
Life campaign - as well as
other organizations outside
Windsor Regional Hospital’s
Metropolitan Campus holding
up gruesome pictures of abortion procedures.
These protestors have more
in mind than just shock value,
but say they aim to make
politicians aware. Canada is
one of the only developed
countries that does not recognize an unborn child as a
human being.
Caroline Quint is a frequent
activist and member of organi-

zations such as Right To Life,
40 Days for Life, Priests for
Life Canada and Project
Rachel. She has been dedicating her time to raise awareness
against abortion since 2008.
“I couldn’t not do this and feel
that I was living a proper life,”
said Quint, as she stood in front
of the hospital, holding a picture of an aborted fetus.
According to statistics reported by Toronto Right To
Life, about 100,000 abortions
occur in Canada each year and
approximately 40 per cent of
the procedures take place in
Ontario.
Although
third
trimester abortions are legal in
Canada and account for 4.4 per
cent of reported abortions,
many doctors and practitioners
do not feel comfortable performing these procedures.
“These babies’ lives are being
taken, these women’s lives are
being damaged,” said Quint as

she stood solemnly.
A 22-year-old woman who
asked not to use her real name,
said without the choice to decide the fate of her pregnancy
she would have a four-year-old
child.
She disagrees with Quint’s
opinion of making abortions illegal and believes it should remain an option since it is a
very personal decision.
“I think everyone should have
the right to their own personal
choice,” said she. “And they
don’t deserve to feel guilty
about it.”
While many women often feel
pressure to consider abortion
due to financial reasons or the
lack of a father, it is unfair to
bring a child into the world
without the means to support
them, said she.
“People shouldn’t abuse it or
use it as an ‘out,’ but respect
the impact of making that de-
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Caroline Quint protests abortion outside of Windsor Regional
Hospital Metropolitan Campus on March 20, 2012.
cision,” said Doe.
Quint said she hopes to reach
young women troubled with
the decision of their pregnancy.

“There are no unwanted children. It can never be okay to
kill one human being for the
convenience of another.”

Around
Town
Neighborhood Watch Business owner hopes
March 30, 2012

Chanel Beckford
Reporter

Walkerville is not as safe as it
used to be.
A Windsor police officer is attempting to bring neighborhood watches to every
community in the City of
Windsor.
Neil MeEcharnehas been a
constable for over 19 years for
Windsor Police Service. He
now works as a liaison for
Children’s Safety Village on
the eastside of Windsor. He
said this program teaches children about everyday safety. He
said Walkerville residents saw
The Safety Village on a commercial and the residents approached Windsor Police to
implement a program into the
east area and he took on the
task. He said there had been
several break in around the
Walkerville area which is why
residents sought help.
“The idea of Safety Village is
to prevent crime, and each
neighborhood is supposed to
take care of its own. He said
citizens need to be aware of the
Windsor area to keep crime
down. If there is an emergency,
citizens must call 911,” said

MeEcharne.
MeEcharne said the money he
needs to was cleared but he has
not received it for the program.
“The main reason why is because it is funded by the government. We cannot do
anything without finding from
the government. Each year a
request of $75,000 is made but

usually $60,000 is what we
get,” he said.
MeEcharne said one third of
the money goes to making
signs and advertising them
around the city. This costs
roughly $1,000.
He said the money also pays
for rental property to hold
meetings, chairs, tables and
transportation.
MeEcharne said Walkerville
residents have not been fully
trained buthe is in the process
of establishing a neighborhood

watch for the area. He said this
area should be fully trained
within the next couple of
months. MeEcharne said the
whole process will take about
a year to develop.
He said his goal is to expand
neighborhood
watch
all
throughout Windsor.
MeEcharne said his job is to
build a preventative community.
Soubhi Assi, owner of Havana Heaven Fine Cigars
downtown Windsor and has
been living on Dougall and
Church for 16 years.
Assi said he does not feel it is
necessary to have a neighborhood watch program downtown because the police are
always around and people are
aware the police always patrol
the streets.
“I feel safe downtown, but
Wyandotte and beyond towards the river need security,”
said Assi.
He said there are a lot of residential and commercial buildings so it needs to be watched.
Assi said though his neighborhood has a watch program
whether it was there or not he
has his own security systems
so it does not matter to him.

Silence of the Books
Ruthmary Weiler
Reporter

Many religious bookstores
have a filtering system to prevent unwanted content from
making it to their shelves.
On March 27, Global Toronto
had an article byMaryam Shah
for Global Toronto called “Islamic bookstore sparks controversy.” The article said
Shamim Ahmad, Islamic bookstore owner of 20 years, had recently received harassment on
a daily basis over a book he
sold that had allegedly shocking language against women.
The article quotes Ahmad as
saying: “I didn’t read the book,
I only bought it because of the
title. It’s a hundred-year-old
book and I don’t know what
was inside.”
Sara Chapados, 39, has
worked at Cameron’s Christian
bookstore for two years.
She said during her time at
the bookstore she has received
complaints about the content of
some of their books.
"The owner would read the
book, and our manager would
read the book and they would
do their assessment on what
they really feel before a book
is sold," Chapados said.
She said they don’t read every
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Lila Jackson, employee of Cameron’s Christian bookstore for
21 years shelves books at the store on Provincial Road on
March 30.
book, but they do if the book is
considered questionable.
Hussain Zahied, 52, president
of Jafri Islamic Centre of
Canada, said when researching
the Islamic faith people should
take into account that there are
many different sects of Islam.
Islam has 74 different sects,
or divisions that do not all
share the same beliefs.
"It depends on what sect you
are following and where you
are getting your knowledge
from,” Zahied said. “The Shia
sect, which is the sect I belong
to, is getting their knowledge
from the family of the
Prophet.”

Zahied said, in regards to the
article, that one way his sect
knows how they should treat
women looking at the Prophet
Muhammad's love and respect
that he showed for his only
daughter.
Zahied stressed that it’s important to understand the history behind where an Islamic
book you are looking at is
coming from. He said the Jafri
Islamic Centre would not have
problems in their library as the
books are from their sect.
“Whenever the books come
they have to be well judged as
to where they’re coming
from,” Zahied said.
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for shared wealth

Photo by Tom Morrison

Kelly Tosti, owner and manager of Sir Cedric’s Fish & Chips,
poses for a picture in her restaurant March 30.
Tom Morrison
Reporter
Real estate sales agents are
expecting the Family Aquatic
Complex to draw more people
to invest in Windsor’s downtown area once it is completed
The $78.1 million project is
expected to open July 15,
2013, a month before Windsor
hosts the International Children’s Games. The Ellis Don
Corporation and DeAngelis
Construction Inc. construction
companies
will
donate
$250,000 towards the construction with the province of
Ontario covering $15 million
and the City of Windsor covering the rest.
Melanie Deveau, a sales representative for Remo Valente
Real Estate, said the project
could increase the number of
people living downtown. She
said she thinks the project will
draw people from out of town
and permanent residents will
buy property later.
“If you have the restaurants
doing better and the stores
doing better then that draws
people to the downtown area,”
Deveau said.
Construction on the aquatic
centre is occupying two parking lots south of the Art
Gallery of Windsor. Deveau
said this might be a factor that

prevents people from buying
property in the area.
“I’m always concerned when
parking is taken away,” said
Deveau. “People in Windsor,
for some reason, really love to
park close to where they’re
going.”
Jim Williams, the broker
owner and president of Remax
Capital, also said the facility
will have a positive impact but
mostly on the immediate area.
He said the centre will probably have a greater effect on
restaurants and hotels.
“It’s certainly a positive
step. It’s certainly going to improve the area and bring more
people to the area,” Williams
said. “The whole area has a
renaissance happening.”
Kelly Tosti, owner and
manager of downtown restaurant Sir Cedric’s Fish & Chips,
said she can’t wait for the
aquatic centre to be built. Tosti
said she has wanted a new
project built in the parking lots
behind her restaurant for a long
time, but hopes the facility will
draw people away to other
places in the area and not keep
them inside it.
“We’re just thrilled that
something is going there,” said
Tosti. “I just hope that it’s not
going to be a self-contained
unit. I hope that they share the
wealth.”
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Healing benefits of Yoga Windsor goes dark
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Alex Ouellette lifts weights at the University of Windsor fitness
centre March 30.
Amanda McCarthy
Reporter
A young Windsor man said
he has been healed by the practice of yoga.
Alex Ouellette, 24, a local
music producer and travelling
English instructor, said he has
had a tough go when it comes
to his physical health. Ouel-

lette, who has passion for
weight lifting, was starting to
feel the effects of the strenuous
exercise on his lower back. He
said he was experiencing a
constant aching pain and was
diagnosed with a condition
called spondylosis in late 2011.
“I have a broken bone in my
spine from years of squatting
and lifting heavy weights,”

said Ouellette, adding he
couldn’t lift anymore because
the pain was too intense.
According to an article entitled Causes of Back Pain. Back
Pain & Osteoporosis by Riley
III L, Jan de Beur S., the term
spondylosis refers to degenerative changes to the disks in
the lower spine.
These changes are almost impossible to avoid due to aging
and can begin as early as 20
years old.
When Ouellette was diagnosed, he started to seek different rehabilitation options so he
could return to lifting.
Yoga was one of them.
Among eastern cultures, yoga
has been performed for over
5,000 years, but it wasn’t until
the 20th century that the spiritual exercise spread to the
west.
Gina Wasserline, owner and
instructor at the Downtown
Yoga Studio in Windsor, has
been teaching yoga and helping students for 10 years.
She said people come to practice yoga to reap the many spiritual, mental and physical
benefits.
Wasserline says the plank and
one-armed balance poses both
help with back pain and improve posture.
“If you want a healthy back,
you need a strong stomach. If
you want a strong stomach you
need a strong healthy back,”
said Wasserline.
After one month of yoga
classes, Ouellette said he feels
a lot stronger and he is back to
doing what he loves - lifting
weights - pain free.

Dayna Poisson
Reporter

Candles will be the source of
light for some in Windsor
March 31 as they contribute to
the Earth Hour 2012 celebration.
Starting at 8:30 p.m. businesses and individual residences are asked to turn off
their lights for an hour to raise
awareness about climate
change and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.
The campaign originated in
Sydney, Australia in 2007 and
has become an international
movement with 135 countries
and more than 5,000 cities participating in the event.
Rino’s Kitchen, Chanoso’s
and Oishii are some of the
restaurants contributing to
earth hour by having candlelight dinner for their customers.
“This is our fifth year participating in it and from 8:30 to
9:30 p.m. we’re turning all the
lights off and we’re running a
special menu that consists of
no energy being used to prepare the food,” said Perry Deconinck, Oishii’s head chef.
“So everything will be raw or
by different means of cooking
where we don’t use any energy
to for that dish.”
Deconinck said the restaurant’s hope is to make the community more aware of earth
hour by doing their part in consuming less energy. Entertainment will be provided by

musician Jake Van Dongen
who will be walking around
from table to table playing
acoustic guitar.
Similar to businesses that are
reducing their energy consumption for earth hour, The
New Democratic Party was
also involved. They supported
and lobbied for the eco-energy
initiative program that was recently cut from the government’s budget.
“Obviously at the end of the
day the program was brought
forward to address the issue of
consumption, in energy consumption in individual residences and we think that the
program was extremely affective,” said Kieran Mckenzie,
legislative assistant for Brian
Masse.
In his own home, Mckenziesaid he will be participating in
earth hour by turning off all the
lights not only to observe the
spirit of the Earth Hour day in
terms of reducing consumption, but also to spend undistracted time with his loved
ones.
“It’s really about taking and
trying to integrate the philosophies that the day itself is trying to promote,” said
Mckenzie.
“Reducing consumption and
the consciousness about the
impact that our interventions
have on the environment and
thinking about ways in which
we can all address the issue of
climate change in a meaningful
way.”

Locals to cut toxic pesticides
Mitch Whent
Reporter

Some local farmers are leaning towards using natural pesticides instead of harmful
toxins on their crops.
“The City of Windsor doesn’t
really have any control over
farmers,” said Derek Coronado, coordinator of the Citizen’s Environmental Line.
“The issue would come into
the type of food that is allowed
into public institutions that the
City of Windsor controls.”
Pesticides are in common use
in everyday farming, but can
have long-term effects that are
harmful to human health.Some
Windsor and Essex County
farmers are making the switch

from toxic pesticides to natural
pesticides as they, as well as
consumers, are becoming
aware of the harmful effects.
On the City of Windsor website, it states that non-chemical
pesticides work well and have
many advantages. Compared
to chemical treatments, they
are effective for longer periods
of time and pose no hazards to
human health or the environment. According to the website, toxic pesticides don’t only
affect crops, but the local water
supply. It is estimated between
60 and 90 per cent of chemicals sprayed on crops are
washed into sewers, drains or
rivers and negatively effect our
water quality and wildlife.
“I’m out here sampling soil as

we speak,” said Mike Tremblay, an organic farmer who
agrees with the decision to
switch to organic methods.
“One reason why I decided to
go organic is all of the chemicals I’ve found in the water.
They are now just finding all
the chemicals that are in Lake
Superior.”
Tremblay said he believes
although many farmers have
been using pesticides for a long
time, the negative effects can
be reversed.
“If we did it properly we
could go back and change it,”
said Tremblay.” The organic
section has proved to me they
can improve the worst land
with the littlest amount of
money.”
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Holly Brush, a waitress at Rino's Kitchen in Windsor, celebrates Earth Hour surrounded by candlelight on March 31.
The restaurant participated in Earth Hour by turning off the
lights and having candles light the restaurant from 5:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m.
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Cultural cuisine carrying on Easter Tradition

traditions, Heinze said.
“There’s this bread called osterbrot and you can only find it
at Easter. In English, the translation is Easter bread,” said
Heinze.
Osterbrot is similar to many
other varieties of European
Easter bread. It is studded with
various fruits and traditionally
glazed with jam.
In Canada other adaptations
exist with different glazes and
recipes – but traditional varieties are still sold around
Easter.

“It’s kind of like the Italian
bread, panettone. Usually you
can’t find it here in Canada but
everyone eats it in Germany,”
said Heinze.
Both panettone and osterbrot
are made with low-protein
flour instead of bread flour,
which gives them a lighter,
cake-light texture.
“Usually we made it in a circle and braided it back into itself. You put boiled, coloured
eggs on it,” said Heinze.
The Koutsonicolas family
came from the Greek island of

Rhodes and maintains many of
their cultural traditions here in
Canada.
“Greeks normally eat lamb
and goat barbecued on the
spit,” said Steve Koustonicolas. “We also eat potatoes and
lemon rice soup. Traditionally,
we have Easter bread, which is
like sweet bread. Our family
makes lamb and potatoes
which are cooked in oil and
lemon. Called koupama, the
lamb is stuffed with chick peas
and rice.”
Following in the Greek tradi-

tion, the Koutsonicolas’s bake
a coin in the Easter bread.
When the bread is cut every
family member is given a slice.
Whoever finds the coin traditionally receives good luck for
the whole year, said Koutsonicolas. Ozelle Case was born in
the United States after her parents emigrated from the Philippines in 1967. Later moving to
Canada, the Case family still
retains many of their Filipino
traditions, including celebrations such as Easter.
“At a traditional Filipino
Easter dinner, there is always a
lot of meat. We’ve either given
up meat for Lent or don’t eat
meat on Fridays,” said Case.
“It’s usually pork – a roast pig
called lechon. There is a noodle dish called pancit, which
means noodles. It’s eaten at
every celebration including
Easter. It usually has thick or
thin rice noodles, depending on
where you are from in the
Philippines.”
Many restaurants in Windsor
sell roast pig at Easter, said
Case.
It makes it easier for the family to go out for an Easter meal
while still following tradition.
Traditional meals still feature
strongly in Easter memories
for Windsorites, even for first
and second generation Canadians. Grandparents are practicing the traditions they grew up
with and parents are passing on
their cultural heritage to their
children.

program and looks to
Cimolino’s body of work as
encouragement to continue her
career in theatre.
“He’s kind of the definition of
a success story in this industry,” said Wade. “To know
that he took the same program I’m taking and to
see what he’s managed to
accomplish, it’s definitely inspirational. It
makes me feel like I can
do the same.”
The festival’s board of
governors widely rumoured that Cimolino
would be their pick, so
the choice may have
come as no surprise. As
the current general director,
he received the news of his
advancement the same day the
board of governors announced
they were ending the 2011 season with a surplus of $52,995,
partly credited to his contributions to the festival.
Mathieu Lauziere, 20, is a stu-

dent at the University of Windsor.
In addition to being a Shakespeare enthusiast, he has had

olanus in 2006.
“I think it definitely looks
good on the university’s part,”
said Lauziere. “It’s pretty cool
to think that there’s that kind of
talent right here in Windsor. I
saw Coriolanus when I was in
Grade 9, I think. I really liked
it. Plus, I had no idea at the
time that the director had
studied here.”
“Even though I’ve seen
Broadway shows and
other stuff like that, I really enjoy the local theatre
we have here,” said Chris
Dunn, 44, a local theatre
lover who’s had the opportunity of seeing professional
performances in cities like
Toronto, Las Vegas, New York
City and Chicago.
Dunn said he has seen a large
pool of talent in Windsor, at
venues such as the Windsor International Fringe Festival and
the Sears Festival.
Along with various other
community theatre groups,

Dunn made note of the university players. “It’s no surprise
that a grad has accomplished
so much. I’ve seen some great
stuff from that program,” said
Dunn.
Though Cimolino has found a
niche for management in Stratford, he first began at the festival as an actor in 1988, starring
in such productions as 1992’s
Romeo and Juliet. He then
moved his way up the ranks,
co-directing shows like The
Merry Wives of Windsor in
1995 and reviving Eduardo de
Filippo's 1946 comedy, Filumena, in 1997.
Cimolino will share his new
duties with McAnuff until the
closing of the 2012 season,
which is also the 60th anniversary of the Stratford Shakespeare Festival.
The festival opens April 12 in
Stratford and Cimolino’s direction of Shakespeare’s Cymbeline debuts May 10 at the Tom
Patterson Theatre.

Marissa DeBortoli
Reporter

Windsor is rich with multicultural traditions, which
makes Easter a special celebration for many local residents.
Every culture has its own distinctive Easter traditions and
many families have brought
those traditions with them to
Canada.
Maria Costa emigrated from
Italy when she was in her 20s.
She has always made traditional Italian foods for her family and neighbours, following
the traditions started in Italy.
“The traditional Easter dessert
in Italy is the columba,” said
Costa. “I make panettone and
crostoli too for Easter.”
The columba pasquale is the
best-known traditional Italian
Easter bread which translates
to “Easter dove” in english.
This loaf is made into the
shape of a dove and is available in North America as well
as Italy during the Easter holiday.
Similar to the panettone,
which is also eaten at Easter
and other holidays, the
columba pasquale is studded
with citrus peel or other fruits,
gilded with a shiny coat of
sugar-nut syrup, then sprinkled
with almonds and pearl sugar.
Jill-Catherin Heinze, 16, emigrated from Germany with her
parents and brother when she
was seven years old. Her family still follow many German

Photo from Epicurious.com

Chef/restaurateur Lidia Bastianich and her granddaughter Julia prepare osterbrot for a how-to
segment featured on interactive food website Epicurious.com

Windsor grad heads to Shakespeare Festival
Joey Seguin
Reporter
The search took nearly six
months, but the Stratford
Shakespeare Festival has appointed a University of Windsor graduate as their new
artistic director.
After the festival announced
that two-time Tony award-winning director Des McAnuff
will be vacating his duties as
artistic
director,
Antoni
Cimolino was chosen to replace him.
Cimolino, originally from
Sudbury, graduated from the
University of Windsor’s bachelor of fine arts acting program
in 1984. The announcement
has some of the current students excited about an alumnus
now heading one of Canada’s
most renowned theatre festivals.
Danielle Wade, 19, is currently enrolled in the University of Windsor’s acting

the
opportunity to view at least one production at all of the last seven
Stratford festivals, including
Cimolino’s direction of Cori-
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ClassX on their way to become classics
Ashley Godin
Reporter

After several competitions,
one local band won the chance
to play in one of Canada’s
largest music festivals.
On March 23, Windsor rock
band, ClassX, participated in
the Slacker Canadian Music
Week in Toronto.
The band secured a spot in the
festival after winning a battle
of the bands hosted by music
promotion company Supernova in Windsor. The festival
put on by Slacker Radio is a
week-long event of music
showcases, conferences and
comedy shows.
Matt Demers, the band’s guitarist, said playing in the festival was a great experience.
“It was really cool to be a part
of Canadian Music Week,”
said Demers. “There are some
of the most talented indie
bands around Canada, as well
as U.S. and abroad playing the
festival.
So for us to have two showcases at the festival was a huge
accomplishment for us.”
The event is recognized as
one of the premier music conferences and festivals in North
America, as noted on their
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ClassX pose for a photo during a shoot for their self-titled album. From left to right, Josh Demers, Amedeo Falconio, Eric Hoffmann, Matt Demers, Matt Evola.
website. Over the course of the
week, 4,500 musicians and
100,000 music fans attend the
events. Over 60 venues
throughout Toronto play host
to more than 900 performances.
Perpetuate, a metal band from
Windsor, also took part in the
festival. Jamie Hush, the
band’s guitarist, said its great
to see them making progress.
“I think it’s great that they
were on CMW, they've all been

in bands for years so it's good
to see that they're working their
way up,” said Hush.
The band recently participated in a competition to win a
record deal with EMI Music
Canada, as they are currently
unsigned. However, they did
not win the competition but
thanked their friends, family
and fans for the support they
were given throughout.
The band continues to play
shows throughout Windsor, in-

cluding one on March 30 at
The Room. They post updates
frequently via their Twitter and
Facebook pages as well as
videos on their YouTube account.
Demers said promotion is the
biggest part of selling yourself
as a band and having three
marketing majors in the band is
helpful.
“I believe our number one
goal as a band is to just keep
expanding, and ideally move

into the American market. I
know it’s a very un-Canadian
thing to say, but our population
density is extremely different
than America in that once you
get out of the Ontario to Ottawa region, you have a pretty
long stretch of places you can't
play,” said Demers.
Driving long hours between
cities in a van towing a trailer
takes a toll on the band, said
Demers.
“You are losing more money
than you are making. This is
what keeps a lot of Canadian
bands grounded. Touring is
simply not financially feasible
for most.”
ClassX have three official
music videos, including one on
MuchMusic and one CD. They
are currently working on their
first album to be released in
May and a second volume due
out this summer.
Demers said whether successful or not, in five years he can
still see the band playing
music.
“At the end of the day, that’s
the only thing I know for sure.
Hopefully we have a huge following and we make lots of
money doing it, but if not, we'll
still be playing music,” said
Demers.

Prostitution laws softening Thrift stores see increase in sales
Alice Hewitt
Reporter

Certain restrictions affecting
sex workers have been removed to make it safer for
them to work in their field.
According to a recent Court of
Appeal decision that was
passed on March 26, sex workers now have the freedom to
hire bodyguards, drivers and
support staff as well as practice
their trade in a brothel.
“All current sex workers are
for the changes,” said Julie
Grant, executive-at-large for
Sex Professionals of Canada.
Regarding the previous restrictions placed upon sex
workers under the criminal
code, Grant said the SPOC organization found they endangered sex workers rather than
providing assistance and security. Grant said the changes are
a good start but there are still
issues that need to be addressed by the government.
“It means there’s hope for the
future a bit,” Grant said.
Jana Lum, a sales associate at
Maxine’s Adult Playground,
said she supports this change in
the law.
“It is one of the good things

they could have done,” Lum
said. “Now that it’s legal
you’re not going to have it out
on the streets.
“Honestly, I think this is the
fairest thing they could possibly do.”
She said the change doesn’t
ultimately affect their business,
but that she’s hoping more sex
workers will use their store for
their necessary items.
A major concern for Grant
and the SPOC organization of
Canada was many sex workers
were not being actively spoken
to by the government regarding
the law.
“If this was any other topic…
they would absolutely be consulting the people involved,”
Grant said.
As it stands, prostitution is
legal in Canada as long as it is
done within a brothel and without the use of a “pimp.”
Many sex workers have previously found themselves
caught in a legal battle to practice their trade while mindful
to the restrictions put upon
them. It is now up to the
Supreme Court of Canada on
whether or not prostitution in
Canada will start to be addressed more predominantly.
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Taylor Savage shopping for thrift items at Priced Green on
March 30.
Megan McKeown
Reporter
Thrift stores are becoming
more popular because Windsorites say they are being
mindful of their money.
Windsor has around 13 different second-hand shops selling
a variety of items which include furniture, baby items,
toys, clothing and more. Thrift
stores can be both budget and
environmentally friendly.
“Some items with imperfec-

tions Canadians won’t wear
could just be thrown out,” said
Beth Poisson, a store manager
at Value Village. “Instead we
send them to other countries
that don’t mind wearing
clothes with such little flaws.”
With the recent downturn in
the economy more people are
trying to be money wise, but
don’t want their wardrobe to
suffer. Some second-hand
stores’ clothing are generated
from donations, however some
stores offer money for your

used clothing.
“It’s not that I need money,
just that I don’t want the same
wardrobe,” said university student, Taylor Savage, 19.
“Some stores will give you $1
back in cash or double for store
credit. Meaning I bring my
clothing in and then just use
that money to get a whole new
wardrobe.”
Danielle Perry, 28, and
William Perry, 30, co-owners
of Priced Green said they are
trying to get rid of the stereotype of being a “dirty” secondhand shop by only accepting
clean and good quality clothing. They steam clean all their
clothing and use the same type
of cleaner as they use in hotels
and hospitals.
“We try to only accept brand
name clothing,” said Perry.
“But if it’s unique and cute we
won’t turn it down if it’s from,
for example, the Gap.We get
people of all ages and incomes,” said Perry. “From
Grade 6 students that want to
help the environment to college students that are on minimum budgets and even mums
and daughters that come shopping together.”
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Students at Walkerville prepare for 24

like to something with it so I
tried it that first year and night
and then from that program
they never did a second year
but I've done it every year
since then," said Kevin Lock,
the creator of 24 and an art
teacher at the school.
"24 is an opportunity for students to come in and see the
entire creative process and explore it in one time frame,
whereas normally it is a longer
process which is diluted by the
students other classes."
Students stay up for 24 hours
to work and finish their piece
and are given breaks to eat or
rest. A three hour break is
given to the students to let
them sleep.
Lock says that sleep is not the

trouble but that the trouble
comes with students comparing their creative process with
others in the class and seeing
how they’re progressing compared to their own.
"I won't say it's competitive,
but I will say that sometimes
the students will see it that
way,” said Lock.
Yara El Safi, a five-time attendee at 24, says it’s frustrating especially when the person
next to you is further along
than you.
24 has been proven to be a
stressful event for the students.
Lock says even though it's well
planned out, it’s still chaotic
and it's somewhat traumatic.
Every year he has a student
who is either too tired, gets

sick or does not expect 24's
work load and leaves.
Students, however, are not letting the stress of 24 get to
them.
"I stop thinking. I just shut
everything out. I try to not
think of stressful events and
basically just self-indulge myself in my process and not get
anyone involved,” said El Safi.
“Which is really hard because
people are walking around,
talking to you or critiquing
your work.”
Students are given a common
focus and overall theme they
must base their artwork on.
"I originally started the theme
based on teenage social issues
that were happening in the
school or just issues that are a
concern to teens,” said Lock.
“Over the last few years people
would suggest a theme for me
and this year the theme was selected by a separate community group as supports for them
because there is a focus on
mental health, so were going to
use that as one of our themes.”
Lock said he will probably
choose another theme but it
won’t b decided until he speaks
with the principal.
"It's again, very self-indulging, so you're sitting there
frustrated trying to come up
with idea for your word, which
you sometimes know nothing
about, then you search it up in
the dictionary and find a better
meaning that you understand.
Then I can create an image that
representsthat word,” said El
Safi.
"This is the most stressful
time because you know that the
image is going to see by the
public and it's going to be even
more stressful because you

Troup, a group of high school
students working together with
the Canadian Cancer Society to
get their 40 hours of community service to create the Tan
Free Prom movement.
“We asked seniors to sign a
pledge saying they won’t tan
for the prom,” Richer said. “If
they sign the pledge, their
name goes into a draw to win a
prize. The prize for most
schools is two prom tickets.”
By doing this, the Canadian
Cancer Society is hoping to
impact students to change their
behavior if they are using tanning salons.
The Canadian Cancer Society
is hoping to educate people
about how they’re putting
themselves at risk.
They have been placing

booths with games and information pamphlets for the students to take part in. Kathryn
Hanson and Megan Carlone,
nursing students from the University of Windsor, are helping
with these booths promoting
the Tan Free Prom.
“We’re there to bring a professional validity to the campaign,” said Hanson.
After the campaign is over,
the Canadian Cancer Society is
going to be looking at what
kind of impact the Tan Free
Prom has and if it really made
a difference.
“The idea behind this whole
campaign is to spread awareness about indoor tanning,”
said Richer. “We don’t want to
lecture people, we want to life
change.”

Annie Rempel relaxes on a tanning bed at Goodlife Fitness for
Women on March 30.
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Kevin Lock, an art teacher and creator of 24 Artwork Project displays old artworks at Walkerville Colligate Institute on March 29.
Sebastian Johnson
Reporter
Senior students at Walkerville
Colligate Institute are preparing for a 24 Artwork Project
held on Friday, March 30.
The 24 Project been an annual
event at the school and is in its
seventh session in the past five
years. Students go through the
process of idea generation, inspiration, developing a concept, starting the execution of
their artwork, advising and critiquing, final polishing of their
work and presentation within a
24 hour period.
"The concept of 24 came
from the drama students that
were doing a 24 hour project
and they asked if we would

think it’s ugly, if it's ugly then
I don't want it to be seen by the
public, but after that it's basically you, yourself, alone, creating.”
Lock said no matter what the
stress the students feel during
the 24 hours, it’s beneficial
overall.
"I find that if a student has
gone through the 24 project,
they are stronger creators at the
end of it and they understand
creative
process
their
better,"said Lock.
"The students see it as worthwhile because it's a very intense experience, it's a long
period of time, it's a bonding
experience and they do realize
how much they can learn from
it.”
"It speeds up the creative
process and understanding
your own process in 24 hours.
Normally, you have days or
weeks for a project in which
you can procrastinate. You
stretch that process out to
which you can't even recognize
what you’re doing. 24 hour
makes your recognize exactly
what you’re doing but through
a 24 basis.
It just compacts the artist
process in 24 hours," said El
Safi.
The artworks from 24 are
collected to become part of an
on-going school mural that will
be displayed in the back hallway of the school.
"They'll go in various shows
for us throughout the rest of
this year, so they might been
seen at one of our Art Speak
Gallery shows, they could be
seen at Art in the Park, and
eventually they'll become part
of an on-going school mural,”
said Lock.

Tan- Free Prom movement affects Windsor
Meagan Deshcmaps
Reporter

Research shows melanoma is
the leading type of cancer diagnosed for people between 15
and 29 years old and using a
tanning bed before you’re 35
increases your chance of
melanoma by 75 per cent.
Because of these statistics, the
Canadian Cancer Society has
made lobbying against the tanning salon industry a priority
and is encouraging the government to make indoor tanning
illegal for people aged 18 and
younger.
Christine Richer is a volunteer engagement coordinator at
the Windsor branch of the
Canadian Cancer Society. She
has worked with her Youth
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‘Eat, sleep and dream track’
Melissa Iarusso
Reporter

High school track star from
Windsor breaks national
records, holds world titles and
has big goals for the future.
Brandon McBride, 17, of Herman Secondary School became
interested in running at nineyears-old.
Living a few kilometers from
his friends, McBride said when
he ran, he cut half the time of
the journey and ended up loving the thrill of running.
“It took 45 minutes to walk to
my friends so I just figured I
would run,” said McBride.
“My friends always asked me
why I was so sweaty and I just
told them I ran. I would always
carry my towel and string bag
… I was ready to go.”
The young athlete specializes
in the 400 and 800 metre races
but said he likes trying all
events.
He has competed in all race
categories up to 800 metres,
jumping events and hurdles.
McBride’s high school track
career has always been a success story. In Grade 9 he was
the
Ontario Federation of School
Athletic Association champion
and came in second place in
the triple jump and 4x400
metre relay.
The following year McBride
won the OFSAA’s for the 400
metre race, 300 metre hurdles
and two relay races. In 2011 he

broke the national youth record
in the 400 and 800 metre races.
The international standard
record in the 400 is 46.30 seconds and its 1: 48.31 in the
800.
McBride ran a 46.83 last season in the 400 and a 1: 48.41 in
the 800.
Those titles earned him his
first international assignment
with Athletics Canada as part
of their entry to the International Association of Athletics
Federation World Youth meet
in France to compete in the
under 18 games. “My personal
best would put me at seventh in
the world for under 18 runners,” said McBride. “The only
people that have better rankings than I do are the Africans
and that’s only because no one
knows how old they really are.
My biggest win, though, would
have to be my 800 metre race
at Canadian Youth because it
was my first time trying that
race and turned out to be one of
my best events. I won the
Canadian Youth and set the
meet record and the fastest
time the youth has ran in
Canada.”
McBride said he constantly
imagines himself racing at almost all moments of the day.
The dedicated athlete trains
year round with Windsor Legion Track & Field Club,
through Herman and his personal coach Chris Scarrow.
He recently quit basketball to
focus more on his training.

“I picture it in my head all the
time. I practice it and go
through the motions and everything so when it actually comes
down to race time it’s like I already did it because I’m just
going through the motions
again,” McBride said. “You
could say I eat, sleep, and
dream track.”
He attributes his success to
his parents and coach.
“My parents helped me pave
my brick road and my coach
has helped me to stay on it,”
said McBride. “My coach is
also my best friend so I’m very
fortunate because not many
athletes or coaches have that
close relationship. He understands me completely and
that’s why we have had some
of the success that we have
had. I’m grateful for him.”
As he heads into the 2012 season McBride has a few things
he would like to accomplish
before heading to Mississippi
State University in August on a
track scholarship.
The Grade 12 student said he
wants to repeat his OFSAA
success in the 400 and 800
metre races.
He also hopes to qualify for
the IAAF World Juniors in
Spain and is looking to travel
to London for the upcoming
2012 Olympics.
Scarrow said McBride has a
legitimate chance at getting
chosen for the Canadian
Olympic 4x400 metre relay
team but his young age might
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Brandon McBride is photographed after a race in June 2011 in
Windsor.
affect his chances. McBride
turns 18 in mid-June.
“Brandon is an amazing athlete. He is always working
hard and looking to improve
himself and his track career. He
is a motivated young man both
academically and athletically,”
Scarrow said. “As his coach I
am extremely proud of his accomplishments and can only
hope for greater success for
him.”

“I’m keeping my fingers
crossed,” he said of Canada’s
undecided participation in the
4x400 metre relay event. “My
biggest dream is to bring home
a gold medal for Canada. I
want to accomplish that not
only for me but for an entire
nation of track athletes -- it
would be awesome.”
McBride began training with
Herman in March and begins
competing in mid-April.

Old cases revisited by new technology
Jamie Adam
Reporter
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Sgt. Todd Lamarre of the Windsor Police Service said cases
dating back to the 1970s are being assigned to officers. He said
police never close a case until it has been solved and prosecuted.

Cold cases are never closed.
Officers are constantly assigned dormant cases and with
the lack of homicides in Windsor over the past two years officers have been able to review
some dormant cases.
A major case being examined
involves Diane Dobson who
was found dead in February
1995. The mother of three was
found in a ditch in Brighton
Beach having died from multiple blows to the face. The suspected weapon is a steel bar.
Another case involves a
mother and son – Debilleanne
“Dee Dee” Williamson and
Xavier Rucker. Williamson
was beaten to death in her
basement and her son was
found in the bathroom on the
main floor of their house in the
west end.

Police look at cases regardless
of how long ago the crimes
were committed. A dispute
from 1982 is being re-examined involving Marlene and
Jason Sweet, a mother and son
found dead in the apartment
they shared. There was no evidence of forced entry. Jason
had damage to his lungs suggesting he had been suffocated.
“No case has a time limit, especially homicides,” said
Sgt.Todd Lamarre, who oversees the major crime unit at the
Windsor Police Service. “No
case is ever closed unless it’s
solved and we’ve prosecuted
it.”
He said a major factor in
solving cold cases is getting
new information by examining
witnesses again. He said sometimes time makes people less
reluctant to speak to police.
“We’ve had people who’ve
told us ‘We’re just waiting for

that knock on the door. We
were wondering when you
guys were going to come back
and ask us questions,’”
Lamarre said.
Sgt. Douglas Cowper is in
charge of Windsor’s forensic
identification branch. He said
the most important factor in
any case is how far technology
has come in recent years.
“Advances in forensics is
what has really made it possible for us to open up a lot of
these cold cases. Twenty years
away, evidence doesn’t always
come to light through witnesses, but through a review in
forensic evidence,” said Cowper.
Lamarre said police are always looking for information
on cases dormant or not.
Anyone with tips about a
crime can anonymously call
Crimestoppers at 519 258
8477.
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Have Information?
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Looking for anyone with information regaurding a possible injury at the corner of Chatham
Street and Victoria Avenue on March 29- 30. Please call Crime Stoppers with any information.
519- 258- 8477
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the Blitz team would like to thank the
St. clair college alumni association for
sponsoring this publication.
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